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PUBLIC HEARING
MONDAY, DECEMBER 9,2013

6:45 P.M.
Roll Call

Dave Buchewicz presiding. Board members Walt Sackinsky and
Ed Snee were present. Also in attendance were: Karen Fosbaugh,
Township Manager; Chief Dennis M. McDonough; Jordanna
Lehman, Administrative Assistant; and Paul J. Gitnik, Esq.,
Township Solicitor.

Purpose of Hearing The purpose of the Public Hearing is to take oral or written
testimony on the Conditional Use Application filed by
Pennsylvania American Water Company for the purpose of using a
portion of the Broughton Volunteer Fire Department property
located at 1030 Cochrans Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15236, as a
Contractor's Yard. The property is zoned C-4, Heavy
Commercial, being Lot and Block No. 564-H-215.
Testimony

Mr. Gitnik - No comments at this time.
Mr. Snee - No comments.
Mr. Sackinsky - No comments at this time.
Mr. Buchewicz - No comments.
Mr. Wargo - Mr. Wargo's office received the application on
November 6 . Mr. Wargo explained that a copy was sent to the
Allegheny County Economic Development Department, and he has
not heard anything from the Department as of today. On
November 18th, at the regular Board of Supervisors Meeting, the
Public Hearing was scheduled. The property was posted for the
Planning Commission meeting and letters were sent out to
properties within a 200 foot radius on November 18th. On
November 26th, the Planning Commission recommended approval
for the Contractor's Yard subject to Section 1903.42 and the
Zoning Ordinance regarding the Noise Ordinance in compliance
with 2001.3. Mr. Wargo explained that this would regulate the
time of operation from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and no work on
Sundays. The representatives from the Water Company agreed to
comply with these conditions. On November 22nd, legal
advertisements were placed in the Post-Gazette for advertisement
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on November 28th and December 2nd, 2013. The property and the
lobby were posted for the Public Hearing on December 2nd.
Geraldine Barati, 1030 Hurl Lane - Ms. Barati explained that
her house is the only home and property that is adjacent to the
Contractor's Yard. She has a few questions regarding this
purposed issue. Ms. Barati asked why this property was chosen,
because when Broughton Volunteer Fire Department has events,
they have many parking issues, and park on Cochrans Mill Road
and both sides of Zupancic. This area is usually used for extra
parking. She would like to know why this spot was chosen when
there are other areas throughout the Township, including the
Broughton School yard, that are vacant. Ms. Barati wanted to
know about the size of the yard, since the provisions regarding a
Contractor's Yard require a minimum of five acres. She wanted to
clarify that the yard itself is not five acres and what area needs to
be five acres. She also wanted to know about the bays that have
material in them and that are surrounded by cement barriers since
they have been there since the summer. She also questioned who
owns the bays. She wanted clarification if the Water Company
was already using this area or if someone else was dumping in the
property. Ms. Barati wanted to know where the gate sight to the
area would be located. She clarified that the area is not level with
Cochrans, so it would not be there and that the gate needs to be
screened from view from a public street. She would like
clarification on ingress and egress and if it will be through the Fire
Department. If they are exiting on Cochrans, and there are barriers
to hide the yard, Ms. Barati is concerned for obstruction of traffic
flow. Ms. Barati then asked about part B and C regarding the six
foot fence minimum requirement and any property within 300 feet,
that the operation would be fenced. She wanted to know where
these fences would be located. Ms. Barati was glad to hear about
the operations being suspended between 7 p.m. and 7 a.m., because
this summer there was a lot of noise from the dumps trucks and the
tailgates banging in the early morning. One final question Ms.
Barati raised was regarding the old abandoned mine entrance, and
she is worried about any digging or construction causing mine
subsidence. She was wondering who would be liable if this
occurs: South Park Township, the Fire Hall, or the Water
Company. She is impacted by this decision and would like to be
informed about what is happening.
Mr. Buchewicz - Mr. Buchewicz asked the representative from
the Water Company to approach the podium to answer these
questions from the resident.
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Anthony Cappetta, PA American Water Company - Mr.
Cappetta addressed Ms. Barati's questions. First, the site was
chosen because it has been utilized periodically for a number of
years for construction activity. The contractors use this area to
stockpile pipe while they are working in the area. This site is a
viable site for local PA American Water projects. This is not the
only site established in the South Hills. The purpose of the site is
that PA American Water is now engaged in a very aggressive
infrastructure program, generating about $25 million worth of
replacement in the South Hills within the next eight years. This
money is not going to dry up and will continue. Mr. Cappetta
explained that this has made a backlog of projects, and overall they
get pipe in the ground through a contractor. With contractual
obligations, PA American Water is responsible for all of the
connections and transfers of services, such as hooking up the
homes and businesses. There are approximately 1,100 homes that
are backlogged. The downtime is the time that it takes the dump
trucks to get to the sites. Employees are sitting there waiting for
these trucks to get rid of their spoils. By setting up these sites, PA
American Water is expediting the wait time for the dump trucks to
get back to the sites. Within the last month to six weeks, they have
replaced the entire fleet of trucks with larger capacity dump trucks
to move more spoils. Mr. Cappetta said that PA American Water
Company has been using this site in the past and it is working out
well. Mr. Cappetta explained that regarding the five acre site, that
it is the property as a whole, including the Broughton Volunteer
Fire Department. Ms. Barati questioned if someone has five acres
of property that they could have something similar. The answer
was yes. Mr. Cappetta explained that PA American Water has
been using this site since earlier in the summer. PA American
Water was asked to cease operations until this process was
completed. There is a contractor that is managing the site, hauling
spoils in and out. Ms. Barati asked if the yard will remain the size
it is right now. Mr. Cappetta said it would. He then explained the
gate location is when you come into the parking lot from the
Cochrans Mill Road side, where it levels off. He said that there
will not be a separate entrance from what is there now. Mr.
Cappetta explained that the screening needs to either be a slatted
fence or trees. PA American Water has elected to put a fence up
with the slats through the fence to screen the entire area from
public view. There will not be any digging or construction at this
site. It will be a staging area for materials to be dropped off or
picked up. Regarding mine subsidence, there will be no worry of
that because they will not be excavating at the site. Mr. Cappetta
clarified that there will be noise from the dump trucks, because
material gets compacted. Ms. Barati said that as long as it is from
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7 a.m. to 7 p.m. that is no longer an issue for her. Mr. Cappetta
said that this was discussed at the Planning Commission meeting
and that over the summer there may have been crews down there
for emergency leaks. He was clear that this will not be an issue
because they will be staying in the time frame allowed. Ms. Barati
asked about emergency calls. Mr. Cappetta answered that there are
other sites that can be used instead of this one.
Mr. Buchewicz - Mr. Buchewicz asked about the old mine
entrance and how close this is to the site. Ms. Barati said that she
understands as long as it is not disturbed there is nothing of
concern. Mr. Buchewicz asked if the dumping would affect it.
Ms. Barati understands that it is just digging. Mr. Buchewicz also
wanted to know the size of the dump trucks. Mr. Cappetta said
that they are new eight ton dump trucks with CDL licensed drivers.
Mr. Buchewicz questioned the type of spoils. Mr. Cappetta said
that whatever material is removed from the excavation site is
trucked out and taken to a certified construction landfill.
Don Dolfi, Broughton Volunteer Fire Department - Mr. Dolfi
wanted to clarify that Broughton Volunteer Fire Department, since
being down at this location in the 1970's, has struggled with this
portion of the lot. The Fire Department has never been in the
position where they could financially pave this area, because it is
so costly. Throughout the years the Township has dumped reclaim
at this lot. The site has been used by the Water Company, Gas
Company, and others. The Township and community are
benefitting from this area being used by these contractors. PA
American Water Company approached Broughton Volunteer Fire
Department indicating that it was a part of their business plan in
the area and was brought before the Broughton Volunteer Fire
Department's entire membership for a vote. It is still too costly for
Broughton Volunteer Fire Department to pave that portion of the
lot. Ultimately, the Water Company could do all of their upgrades
and in a year or a year and a half this could possibly all go away.
The piece of property will be better when they leave because of the
improvements that have been implemented at Broughton Volunteer
Fire Department benefits the site as a whole. They could not park
vehicles in this location. Mr. Buchewicz asked about the basis of
what is down there now. Mr. Dolfi said that this area is the old ash
pile. The mine entrance is at the top of the hill, which is still
Broughton Volunteer Fire Department's property. The property
extends almost to Schang Road, from the end of Barati's property
all the way up. There is nothing that Broughton Volunteer Fire
Department can do with that property. PA American Water
Company has come in and leveled it, packed it, and placed a base.
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As the Water Company drives over this area, it will continue to
pack down the material which will become a more solid surface.
In the future, the Water Company may not be there, but Broughton
Volunteer Fire Department and the community will benefit from
the improvements.
Mr. Sackinsky - Mr. Sackinsky asked Mr. Dolfi about parking at
some activities and the impact of those parking situations.
Mr. Dolfi - Mr. Dolfi explained that there have been tunes when
cars have been parked in that area. They moved Broughton
Volunteer Fire Department members' cars down there to keep the
general public's cars in the parking lot. There have been
discussions with the Water Company whereby Broughton
Volunteer Fire Department will have a key to the gate in case they
have a large event, and the members' cars can access the area.
This will open up more parking in the lot.
Mr. Gitnik - Mr. Gitnik asked Mr. Dolfi what is the term of the
lease. Mr. Dolfi replied that it is open-ended. Broughton
Volunteer Fire Department or the Water Company can terminate it.
There is no legal obligation, except thirty days notice from either
party to terminate the lease.
Mr. Snee - Mr. Snee asked Mr. Cappetta about the dumping of the
fill in regards to getting mud on the roadway. Mr. Snee wants to
make sure that someone will be handling the clean-up, if mud ends
up on the roadway. Mr. Cappetta replied that Colossimo is the
contractor, and that the foreman running the site lives in South
Park. He watches the site everyday to check what needs to be
done. There is also a fire hydrant at the entrance if anything needs
to be flushed down.
Adjournment

Motion by Mr. Sackinsky, seconded by Mr. Snee to adjourn the
Public Hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.
Time: 7:08 p.m.

