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PUBLIC HEARING
MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2017

6:30 P.M.
Roll Call

David Buchewicz presiding. Board member Walt Sackinsky was
present. Also in attendance were: Karen Fosbaugh, Township
Manager; Gary Wargo, Code Enforcement Officer; Glenn
Prokopovitch, Code Enforcement Officer; and Carolyn Yagle,
Planning Consultant. Absent: Ed Snee, Supervisor.

Purpose of Hearing The purpose of the Public Hearing is to take oral or written
testimony on South Park Township's proposed 2018
Comprehensive Plan.
Presentation

Ms. Yagle - Ms. Yagle explained that the Comprehensive Plan
that has been drafted and put out for public review is open for
public comments. The Comprehensive Plan was drafted and was
sent to Planning Commission for their review and consideration.
On April 26, 2017, the Planning Commission made their
recommendation, and the advertisements were placed. The
document has been transmitted to all of the surrounding
municipalities, to the school district, and to the county over the
course of the process. We have not received any written
comments. The Board of Supervisors scheduled the public hearing
for this evening, and the advertisement was duly made within the
Post-Gazette. The Public Hearing date and time was posted in the
Administration Lobby on December 11, 2017. Ms. Yagle
commented that the Comprehensive Plan calls out key
recommendations and is intended to be a document where action is
taken. There are key actions that are called out within the plan,
and they are very strategic and realistic. There was great focus on
identifying hi the coming decades what are the major efforts.
There will be other supporting efforts associated with these
actions, but in looking at the seven essential actions in the plan, we
do look forward to those being part of agendas in the weeks,
months, and years to come.

Testimony

There were no testimonies made from the Township Officials or
the public.

Comments

Mr. Buchewicz - Mr. Buchewicz referenced page 7, regarding
maintaining the appeal and quality of the community's existing
landscapes. He commented that the Township has a blight
problem in certain areas. He also referenced Page 8, regarding
promoting the community's sense of place and convenience within
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the Pittsburgh region. He stated that it is something the Township
needs to publicize and referred to the Montour Trail and the
County Park. Mr. Buchewicz asked if the Township needs to
adopt a Blight Ordinance, and Ms. Yagle replied that one of the
objectives is enforcing property maintenance standards. Mr.
Buchewicz asked if the Township has a property maintenance
ordinance, and Mr. Wargo replied that the Township has a High
Grass and Weeds Ordinance, Nuisance Property Ordinance, and an
Unsafe Structure Ordinance. He explained that the Township may
not have a blight ordinance, but we do have a procedure for blight.
Mr. Buchewicz asked if the Township enforced peeling paint, and
Mr. Wargo replied that the Township does not. Mr. Buchewicz
inquired about falling driveway walls, and Mr. Wargo explained
that it may possibly be a safety issue. He added that if the wall
collapses, then it becomes a debris violation. Mr. Sackinsky
commented that the Township does not have a strict property
maintenance ordinance because we do not want to infringe upon
minor things and create animosity. Mrs. Fosbaugh gave the
example of the elderly who may not have the income to invest on
hiring someone to paint their home or replace their siding. Mr.
Buchewicz referenced Page 15, regarding forming a Townshiporiented partnership to encourage high-quality home maintenance.
Ms. Yagle explained that there may be opportunities for the
Township to have discussions with people in the construction
industry or other programs that may have technical assistance. The
Township would not necessarily be the provider of funds but may
be aware of how to acquire funds that could aid or be a conduit in
the discussion about where people can go to get some of those
donors to invest. The Township can be a proactive participant in
the discussion; and if there are avenues that are beyond the
Township, the Township can illuminate those for the residents or
business owners. Mr. Buchewicz mentioned the organization,
Working Together Pittsburgh, who help remodel homes for needy
families. Ms. Yagle commented that there are religious institutions
that may have work programs. Some of the Universities may have
service organizations or fraternities that may help by putting the
residents in contact with those types of groups. Mr. Buchewicz
would like to provide a list of organizations to those in need. Mr.
Sackinsky added that we should try to obtain names of the various
organizations. He suggested contacting the churches to inquire as
to any help they may provide to the elderly. Ms. Yagle suggested
sending out a mailer or seeking help in the newsletter. Mr.
Buchewicz suggested inviting all of the business owners within the
Township to discuss ways to improve the Township.
Mr. Buchewicz referenced the map on page 21 and inquired about
the wetlands area. Ms. Yagle explained that the areas are small;
and after the areas were pointed out to Mr. Buchewicz, he was able
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to clearly see where the wetlands were designated in turquois. Ms.
Yagle explained that the Comprehensive Plan hits on the major
elements of what we were aiming to be implementable from
thinking about the components of the municipalities planning code.
It is important to note that the amount of public participation is
incredibly significant. The Township worked very hard to get a
survey out to all of the addresses within its data base, and there
was a high rate of return and a lot of positive comments. Mr.
Buchewicz referenced page 27, which addresses Communication
& Outreach. He reiterated that he would like to meet with the local
businesses at least once a year to discuss ways to improve the
Township. Mr. Buchewicz referenced page 30, which addresses
updating community parks. He mentioned a parking lot at Evans
Park which is owned by Waste Management and leased by the
Township. He is concerned that in the future the Township may
lose their lease. He commented that across the street from the park
there are coal spoil mounds that the Township has considered
removing for the purpose of additional parking. He added that
grants can be obtained for Riparian Buffers for the creek that runs
along Triphammer Road. Ms. Yagle commented that the
Township needs to look at the big picture concerning parks and
recreation, and having a backup plan is advantageous. Mr.
Sackinsky mentioned that the Township has protection on both
sides of the creek, and we are not able to build too close. He added
that it also provides access for fishermen to the stream. He
inquired about where the Riparian Buffer area is located in the area
from Gus Georges to Snowden Road. Mr. Wargo stated that he
will review his files to determine the exact location. Mr.
Buchewicz referred to page 34 and commented that the Vacant
Housing Units increased from 194 in 2000 to 261 in 2010. Ms.
Yagle explained that the statistic is part of the U.S. Census
numbers and can reflect houses that are up for sale or vacant rental
units. Mr. Wargo added that that statistic will vary from time to
time. Mr. Sackinsky commented that the number cannot be
utilized for demolition purposes and added that the Township has
been trying to demolish two vacant house each year. Mrs.
Fosbaugh commented that an analysis was done for the refuse
company approximately five years ago. At that time, a count was
taken by street of all units, and it did not indicate that there were
261 vacant homes. Ms. Yagle explained that within the next five
years, the new census will have a different number which will
make it easier to gauge. Mr. Sackinsky mentioned the poster board
in the Caucus Room with attached pictures of vacant structures
throughout the Township. He added that many of them have not
paid taxes in 10 to 20 years, and that is what he considers the
ultimate problem. Ms. Yagle commented that the Township is
proactive about having a quality community where people are
proud to live. Mr. Buchewicz referenced the chart on page 34,
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Regional Housing Activity Highlights. He inquired about adding
South Park Township to the chart, and Ms. Yagle replied that
South Park Township was not included on the specific report. She
will inquire as to whether they have South Park Township's data.
Mr. Buchewicz mentioned Riparian Buffer and referenced page 8,
number 30, which indicates that almost 600 residents would like
the Piney Fork Creek and Peters Creek stream banks along the
Montour Trail protected from development.
Action

Motion by Mr. Sackinsky, seconded by Mr. Buchewicz, to close
the Public Hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.

Adjournment

Motion by Mr. Sackinsky, seconded by Mr. Buchewicz, to adjourn
the Public Hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried
Time: 7:00 p.m.

