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Roll Call

Purpose of Hearing

Testimony

PUBLIC HEARING
MONDAY, APRIL 10,2017

6:15 P.M.

Dave Buchewicz presiding. Board members Walt Sackinsky and
Ed Snee were present. Also in attendance were: Karen Fosbaugh,
Township Manager; Chief Dennis McDonough; Paul J. Gitnik,
Esq., Township Solicitor; and Gary Wargo, Code Enforcement
Officer.

The purpose of the Public Hearing is to take oral or written
testimony on the condition of the following property to determine
if the property should be declared a Public Nuisance by the Board
of Supervisors, and subject to the appropriate abatement
procedures and/or fines and penalties as outlined in the Code of the
Township of South Park.

Owner(s): Location:
Church of the Living God 2516 Grove Road
Luvenia Wilson South Park, PA 15129

Lot/Block No. 886-K-137

Mr. Wargo — Mr. Wargo stated that the property has been a
concern for awhile. He explained that on 1/11/2017, pictures were
taken of the property. For the record, there is no tax report, since
as a church it is exempt. The water and sewage has been turned
off since November, 2005, and the gas meter has been removed.
The electric meter was on the building but in poor condition;
however, he inspected the property on 4/4/2017 and witnessed that
the meter had been removed. On 1/12/2017, Certified and First
Class Notices of Enforcement were sent for a dilapidated and
damaged structure, which include: several broken windows, large
crack/separation to the block foundation, and sagging & leaking
roof. On 1/20/2017, the Certified and First Class Mail were
returned “unclaimed.” On 1/23/2017 and 1/27/2017, Mr. Wargo
stated that he spoke with Mason “Andre” McMurray who stated
that he is the grandson of the owner of the property. He informed
Mr. Wargo that the owner, Ms. Wilson, resides in California, and
he would contact Ms. Wilson and his Aunt, Wanda Jane Wilson
Fieldings, regarding the property. He provided Mr. Wargo with
his phone number and address. On 1/26/2017, Certified and First
Class Notices of Enforcement were sent to Mr. McMurray, and he
signed for the Notice on 1/28/2017. On 3/13/2017, the Board of
Supervisors scheduled the Public Hearing for 4/10/2017 at 6:15



p-m. The Public Hearing notice was sent to the Post-Gazette and
was published in the Xtra South edition on 3/31/2017. On
3/22/2017, Certified and First Class letters were sent to the owners
informing them of the Public Hearing. A Certified letter was also
sent to Mr. McMurray at 5600 Library Road, Apt. #16A, Bethel
Park, PA 15102, and a First Class letter was sent to 2516 Grove
Road and to Mr. McMurray’s P.O. Box 507, South Park, PA
15129. On 3/31/2017, the letter that was sent to 2516 Grove Road
was returned “unclaimed.” On 3/31/2017, 16 letters were sent to
property owners located within a 200 foot radius of the property,
giving notification of the Public Hearing. The property and the
Administration Lobby were posted on 4/3/2017, notifying the
public of the date and time of the public hearing. On 4/5/2017,
nine (9) additional pictures were taken of the property. Mr. Wargo
requested that his testimony and pictures be entered into the
record. Mr. Buchewicz inquired as to the purpose of the 16 letters
that were sent, and Mr. Wargo explained that they were sent as a
courtesy to notify adjacent property owners of the public hearing.
Mr. Gitnik asked if any were returned, and Mr. Wargo stated that
he is not aware of any of the 16 letters being returned. Mrs.
Fosbaugh asked if any of the residents called Mr. Wargo, and Mr.
Wargo stated that he did not receive any calls from the neighbors.

Mr. Gitnik — Mr. Gitnik had no comments.

Mrs. Fosbaugh — Mrs. Fosbaugh stated that she would like to
enter into the record inspections she made on 12/7/2016,
2/15/2017, and 4/3/2017. During the inspection, Mrs. Fosbaugh
observed the following conditions: the gas and electric meters
have been removed, which means there is no heat or light within
the structure; there is a huge crack in the foundation; large sections
of the home, in the vicinity of the roof, are missing; the windows
are broken in the front of the home; and the home is in overall poor
condition.

Chief McDonough — Chief McDonough stated that he observed
the property on 3/24/2017, 4/5/2017, and 4/10/2017, and he
concurs with the findings of the Township Manager and Code
Enforcement Officer.

Mr. Snee — Mr. Snee stated that he inspected the property on
3/30/2017, 4/5/2017, and 4/10/2017. He observed that the stone
was falling off the face of the building, the roof needs replaced, the
left side exit has an 18 foot drop-off with no porch, the side
windows are shattered, the right side entry door is missing, the
other entry door is missing, there are toilets, shingles and other
debris in the rear of the property, and there is no gas or electric
meter.
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Mr. Sackinsky — Mr. Sackinsky stated that he inspected the
property on 4/1/2017, 4/5/2017, and 4/10/2017. He concurs with
the observations made by the manager, code enforcement officer,
chief of police, and Mr. Snee. He commented that the property is a
hazard to the community.

Mr. Buchewicz — Mr. Buchewicz stated that he inspected the
property. He asked Mr. Wargo for the dates when pictures were
first taken of the property and Mr. Wargo replied that pictures were
first taken on 1/11/2017; however, the Township has pictures of
the property dating back to 2014.

Motion by Mr. Sackinsky and seconded by Mr. Snee to close the
public hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Sackinsky and seconded by Mr. Snee to adjourn the
public hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.

Time: 6:23 p.m.



