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Roll Call

Purpose of Hearing

Testimony

PUBLIC HEARING
MONDAY, APRIL 10, 2017

6:45 P.M.

Dave Buchewicz presiding. Board members Walt Sackinsky and
Ed Snee were present. Also in attendance were: Karen Fosbaugh,
Township Manager; Chief Dennis McDonough; Paul J. Gitnik,
Esq., Township Solicitor; and Gary Wargo, Code Enforcement
Officer.

The purpose of the Public Hearing is to take oral or written
testimony on the condition of the following property to determine
if the property should be declared a Public Nuisance by the Board
of Supervisors, and subject to the appropriate abatement
procedures and/or fines and penalties as outlined in the Code of the
Township of South Park.

Owner(s): Location:
Jewel & Leona Clements 2950 Sebolt Road

South Park, PA 15129
Lot/Block No. 1009-F-283

Mr. Wargo — Mr. Wargo explained that the property has been
vacant for several years, and the taxes are unpaid. On 1/27/2017,
Certified and First Class Notices of Enforcement were sent to the
property for violations which included broken windows, large
crack and separation to the block formation, roof is sagging and
leaking, and broken windows. On 2/6/2017, the First Class and
Certified Mail were returned “unclaimed” to the Code
Enforcement Office. On 3/13/2017, the Board of Supervisors
scheduled the public hearing for this evening. On 3/17/2017, a
Legal Notice was sent to the Post-Gazette and was published in the
Local Xtra South Edition on 3/31/2017, informing the public of the
time and date of the public hearing. On 3/22/2017, Certified and
First Class letters were sent to the property giving notice of the
public hearing. Mr. Wargo explained that he has no knowledge of
the whereabouts of any owner; therefore, all correspondence are
being sent to the property. Mr. Atkins commented that the owners,
Jewel and Leona Clement, are deceased. Mr. Wargo continued
explaining that on 3/31/2017, letters were sent to 16 property
owners within a 200 foot radius of the property, notifying them of
the public hearing. On 4/3/2017, the property and the
Administration Building Lobby were posted with the time and date
of the public hearing. On 4/5/2017, seven (7) additional pictures
were taken of the property, verifying that the rear window is open,
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the front porch window is open, the front door was boarded up
with plywood, the gas and electric meters are missing, the garage
door is open, and both side porch windows and doors are broken
and open. Mr. Wargo asked that all of his testimony be entered
into the record.

Mrs. Fosbaugh — Mrs. Fosbaugh stated that she conducted
inspections on 12/7/2016, 2/15/2017, and 4/3/2017. She observed
the following conditions: the front window is broken, the front
door is boarded up, a side window is broken and the pane is
missing, the roof is in terrible condition, there is water damage to
the plaster ceilings which are now collapsing, and the home is in
overall poor condition.

Chief McDonough — Chief McDonough stated that he inspected
the property on 3/24/2017, 4/5/2017, and 4/10/2017. He concurs
with the Township Manager and Code Enforcement Officer in that
the house is in an unsafe condition.

Mr. Snee — Mr. Snee stated that he performed inspections on
3/30/2017, 4/5/2017, and 4/10/2017. He observed the following:
the garage door is ajar, there is moss and mildew on most of the
siding, corrugated pipes and washer and dryer parts are underneath
the front porch, the front entry door is missing, the front porch is
falling apart, the roof needs replaced, the back windows are
shattered and missing, there is a pile of tires against the rear of the
house, wires and plumbing have been stripped, the ceiling has
collapsed, the side window and side door has been shattered, the
side porch is collapsing, the driveway is overgrown with weeds
and grass, the gas and electric meters are missing, and the
foundation is cracked.

Mr. Sackinsky — Mr. Sackinsky concurs with the observations of
the Code Enforcement Officer, Township Manager, and Mr. Snee.
He added that he was able to smell the rotting moisture from
within the house, the garage door is partially open, and there is a
wire that leads from the street to the house which hangs very low.
Chief McDonough responded that the wire is a Verizon cable wire.
Mr. Sackinsky stated that he inspected the property on 4/1/2017,
4/5/2017, and 4/10/2017.

Mr. Buchewicz — Mr. Buchewicz stated that he viewed the
property on 4/3/2017, and concurs that it is a hazard to the
community. Mr. Buchewicz asked if the meters were stolen, and
Mr. Snee replied that they were not stolen but removed by the
public utility companies.
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Close Public
Hearing

Adjournment

Mr. Gitnik — Mr. Gitnik inquired about the children of the
property owners, and Mr. Atkins asked for time to get in contact
with the children. Mrs. Fosbaugh explained that the property will
be on the agenda in May and, at that time, action will be taken.
Therefore, Mrs. Fosbaugh asked that Mr. Atkins provide any
information within the next three weeks. Mr. Wargo asked that
Mr. Atkins provide the information he obtains to the Code
Enforcement Office. Mr. Atkins asked for a list of names for the
properties discussed this evening, and Mrs. Fosbaugh stated that
the names will be given to him after the meeting.

Motion by Mr. Sackinsky and seconded by Mr. Snee to close the
public hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Sackinsky and seconded by Mr. Snee to adjourn the
public hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.

Time: 6:56 p.m.



