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PUBLIC HEARING

MONDAY, APRIL 9,2018
6:45 P.M.
Roll Call

Walt Sackinsky presiding. Board members Dave Buchewicz (via
telephone conference call) and Ed Snee were present. Also in
attendance were: Karen Fosbaugh, Township Manager; Chief
Dennis McDonough; Paul J. Gitnik, Esq., Township Solicitor;
Glenn Prokopovitch, Code Enforcement Officer; and Aaron
Laughlin, Director of Public Works.

Purpose of Hearing The purpose of the Public Hearing is to take oral or written
testimony on the condition of the following property to determine
if the property should be declared a Public Nuisance by the Board
of Supervisors, and subject to the appropriate abatement
procedures and/or fines and penalties as outlined in the Code of the
Township of South Park.
Owner(s):
Location:
East Haven Housing Development Co. 2680 Pine Hill Drive
South Park, PA 15129
Lot/Block No. 886-L-205
Testimony

Mr. Prokopovitch - Mr. Prokopovitch explained that photographs
were taken of 2680 Pine Hill Drive on 12/27/2017. On 3/12/2018,
the Board of Supervisors scheduled the Public Hearing for this
evening at 6:45 p.m. On 3/15/2018, certified letters were sent to
East Haven Housing Development Co., One Monroeville Center,
Suite 801, Monroeville, PA and to Frank S. Guzek, Jr., 429 Forbes
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA. On 3/28/2018, letters were sent to all
neighbors within 200 feet of the property, notifying them of the
Public Hearing. On 4/2/2018, photographs were taken of the
property and signs were posted in the Administration Building
Lobby and on the property, notifying the public of the date and
time of the Public Hearing.
Rev. Fred Siler, representing his deceased in-laws, Pete and
Ann Elko - Rev. Siler explained that Pete and Ann Elko lived
very close to 2680 Pine Hill Drive. He believes that the structure
is dilapidated and should be demolished to give someone the
opportunity to build a nice house.
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Barbara Elko, 2611 Oak Hill Drive - Ms. Elko stated that her
street is adjacent to 2680 Pine Hill Drive. She commented that she
has inquired several times why this abandoned eye-sore remains
standing. Ms. Elko explained that it has been vacated many years
ago and continues to crumble. It has become a haven for feral cats
and possibly other rodents. It is open to under-age drinkers and
those whose curiosity draws them in to explore, regardless of the
dangers of rotted floors, falling ceilings, and broken glass. She
feels the property will decrease the values of the properties nearby.
She asked, as taxpayers and long-term residents, that the Township
help to resolve this problem and keep South Park Township a place
where they are proud to live.
Mr. Gitnik - Mr. Gitnik asked that Mr. Prokopovitch's testimony
be entered into the record and assigned the appropriate exhibit
numbers. Mr. Gitnik stated for the record that the Code
Enforcement Office sent two notices, and one of the notices was
directed to the East Haven Development Company's official
address, set forth by the Pennsylvania Department of State. Ms.
Elko stated that the people on the right side of the Board Room are
all present regarding 2680 Pine Hill Road. She inquired as to what
can be done regarding the property. Mr. Sackinsky explained that
the Board of Supervisors will make a motion during the regular
meeting relative to approving or rejecting declaring the property a
public nuisance. If it is declared a nuisance, the owner will be
required to repair the structure. The Code Enforcement Office will
send notices of enforcement to the property owner. Ms. Elko
asked about the length of tune for this procedure. Mrs. Fosbaugh
replied that the Township allows for a reasonable amount of time,
perhaps a month or so to receive a response. Mr. Prokopovitch
stated that to date, he has not received any response from previous
letters sent to the owner. Mr. Sackinsky added that if the owners
respond with a plan of action, the Township will determine if it is
reasonable. If no repairs are made, the Township will take further
action. Ms. Elko asked if the concerned residents will be informed
of any updates, and Mr. Sackinsky replied that they would be
informed. Mrs. Fosbaugh added that residents can contact the
Township office with any questions.
Mrs. Fosbaugh - Mrs. Fosbaugh requested the following be
entered into the record. She conducted inspections on the
following dates as required by the Code of the Township of South
Park. The first inspection was on November 2, 2017. She
explained that it is the Township's practice to select several
nuisance structures to pursue in the subsequent budget year for
demolition purposes. The 2018 budget was in the process of being
prepared, and the home at 2680 Pine Hill Drive had been on the
proposed demolition list for several years. At that time, the home
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was in overall poor condition, and the decision was made to pursue
the nuisance procedure. Complaints had also been received from
residents located on Oak Hill Drive in the fall of 2017 with regard
to a feral cat problem on Oak Hill Drive, which may have
originated in the house. She made a second inspection on
Thursday, February 8, 2018. She observed a number of broken
windows which allowed the home to be accessible to animals,
children and vagrants. The basement door was unsecured, the
porch ceiling was deteriorated and open to the elements, and all the
utilities to the home which had been unoccupied since at least
2007, had been suspended. The interior, which is visible from the
porch, was also in extremely poor condition. The ceilings were
collapsing, the paint was peeling off the walls, and the insulation in
the interior ceilings appeared to have been removed by animals and
left lying on the floors. There was also an extreme mold problem,
which was also visible from the porch. A hole in the outer porch
wall, apparently made by an animal, led to the ulterior of the home.
Ms. Fosbaugh made a third inspection today, April 9, 2018. The
previously cited conditions did not change, with the exception of
possibly worsening due to the extreme wet winter.
Chief McDonough - Chief McDonough stated that as per the
Ordinance, he has made three inspections. The first inspection was
on March 27, 2018, at 2:00 p.m. The second inspection was on
March 30, 2018, at 12:00 noon, and the third inspection was today,
April 9, 2018, at 1:00 p.m. He concurs with the Township
Manager's observations, and stated that it is a health and safety
issue.
Mr. Snee - Mr. Snee stated that he has made three inspections on
March 18th, April 6th, and April 8th, 2018. He mentioned that he
has taken pictures and reported that the windows are broken, there
is a large hole in the rear addition of the back porch where all of
the windows are missing, there are no gutters, and the siding is in
deplorable condition.
Mr. Sackinsky - Mr. Sackinsky commented that he has inspected
the property on numerous occasions, the last inspection being
Sunday, April 8, 2018. He concurs with the previous reports
given. He stated that there are old tires hi the basement, the door is
open in the basement, and saplings are grown up all over the
property, making it difficult to walk through the property.
Mr. Buchewicz - Mr. Buchewicz commented that he has also
inspected the property, and he agrees with the previous reports that
the condition of the property is deplorable. He asked that Mr.
Prokopovitch provide pictures of the house for future reference.
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Close Public
Hearing

Motion by Mr. Snee and seconded by Mr. Sackinsky to close the
public hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.

Adjournment

Motion by Mr. Snee and seconded by Mr. Sackinsky to adjourn the
public hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.
Time: 6:58 p.m.

