
186

PUBLIC HEARING

MONDAY, May 14, 2018

6:45 P.M.

Roll Call Dave Buchewicz presiding. Board members Walt Sackinsky and
Ed Snee were present. Also in attendance were: Karen Fosbaugh,
Township Manager; Chief Dennis McDonough; Paul J. Gitnik,
Esq., Township Solicitor; Gary Wargo, Part-Time Code
Enforcement Officer; and Aaron Laughlin, Director of Public
Works. Absent: Glenn Prokopovitch, Code Enforcement Officer.

Purpose of Hearing The purpose of the Public Hearing is to take oral or written
testimony on the condition of the following property to determine
if the property should be declared a Public Nuisance by the Board
of Supervisors, and subject to the appropriate abatement
procedures and/or fines and penalties as outlined in the Code of the
Township of South Park.

Testimony

Owner(s):
Nick and Calliope Kavieratos

Location:
2801 Kathy Street
South Park, PA 15129
Lot/Block No. 1009-A-90

Mr. Wargo - Mr. Wargo stated that pictures were taken of the
condition of the property on 4/2/2018. The Board of Supervisors
scheduled the Public Hearing for this evening on 4/9/2018. The
Public Hearing was advertised in the Post-Gazette Xtra South
Edition on 4/27/2018. A Notice of the Hearing was sent by
Certified Mail to the owners at 1717 Beechwood Blvd., Pittsburgh,
PA 15217; and to the owner's Post Office Box No. 8144,
Pittsburgh, PA 15217; and to their attorney, Emanuel Anthou,
Esq., 142 McClelland Town Road, Suite A, Canonsburg, PA
15317. Mr. Wargo explained that both owners are deceased;
however, their attorney who represents the property was also
notified of the Public Hearing. A Certified Return Receipt Card
arrived at the Code Enforcement Office on 4/24/2018, signed by
Patricia Marth, of Attorney Anthou's office. On 4/30/2018,
notices were sent to all neighbor's within a 200 foot radius,
notifying them of the Public Hearing. Pictures were taken and the
property was posted on 5/3/2018. A follow-up inspection was
performed on 5/11/2018 which showed no change from the
previous inspection, and pictures were taken of the property at that
time. Mr. Wargo requested that his testimony be entered into the
record.
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Mr. Buchewicz - Mr. Buchewicz inquired as to the exact location
of the house, and Mr. Wargo explained that it is the first physical
house on the left of Kathy Street. Mr. Buchewicz asked about the
signs posted on the houses located on the right side of Kathy
Street, and Mr. Wargo explained that the signs are relative to a
previous fire on the properties posted.

Mrs. Fosbaugh - Mrs. Fosbaugh stated that she conducted
inspections on the following dates as required by the Code of the
Township of South Park. Her first inspection was on 11/2/2017.
She explained that it is the Township's practice to select several
nuisance structures that are a potential threat to the health, safety,
and welfare of the community to pursue in the subsequent budget
year for demolition purposes. The 2018 budget was in the process
of being prepared, and the home at 2801 Kathy Street was added to
the proposed demolition because of the deteriorating condition.
On 2/8/2018, she inspected the structure and observed the
following:

A. A number of broken windows allow the home to be accessible,
not only to animals, but to children and vagrants;
B. The piers flash columns supporting the front porch are unstable
and ready to collapse which will lead to the collapse of the porch
roof as well;
C. The garage door window is missing across the front of the
entire door;
D. The gutters are falling off the home;
E. The door on the side of the home is unsecured which leads to
the furnace room of the structure;
F. The railing on the side porch is rusted and missing in areas,
allowing for someone to fall through to the ground;
G. A flight of stairs leading to the second floor door are
completely missing;
H. Concrete steps leading from the driveway to the walkway are
deteriorated and unsafe, and the walkway is extremely uneven; one
half of the storm door is missing on the front porch;
I. She observed from the front window that in two of the visible
rooms, the interior ceilings are collapsing;
J. It was impossible to observe the rear of the property because of
the dense overgrowth that in all likelihood is harboring rodents and
other animals.

On Friday, May 11, 2018, she conducted her final inspection, and
the conditions previously mentioned had not changed, with the
exception of possibly worsening due to the extremely wet weather.
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Close Public
Hearing

Adjournment

Chief Dennis McDonough - Chief McDonough concurred with
the findings of the Township Manager. He inspected the property
on 4/30/2018 at 12:00 noon, 5/7/2018 at 2:00 p.m., and today,
5/14/2018 at 2:00 p.m. The same conditions existed, if not
worsened. There were broken windows and unsecured doors, and
the property was in overall bad condition.

Mr. Buchewicz inquired as to how long the Township has been
inspecting the property, and Mr. Wargo stated that the property
became vacant approximately 1-1/2 years ago. At that time,
inspections proceeded; and with the many code violations, the
house was placed on the demolition list.

Mr. Sackinsky - Mr. Sackinsky stated that he inspected the
property numerous tunes, the last being Friday, 5/11/2018. He
concurs with Mrs. Fosbaugh's report. He commented that the front
porch is in immediate danger, since the column that holds up the
left corner could fall at any tune. The furnace and hot water tank
are still present in the furnace room, and the door is wide open and
unsecured. He added that there has not been any change to the
condition of the property.

Mr. Snee - Mr. Snee stated that he inspected the property three
times, 4/18/2018, 4/28/2018, and 5/13/2018. He concurs with the
Township Manager. He took pictures of the property yesterday,
and it appears to be in worse condition.

Mr. Buchewicz - Mr. Buchewicz stated that he also visited the
property, and it is in bad condition.

Motion by Mr. Snee and seconded by Mr. Sackinsky to close the
public hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Snee and seconded by Mr. Sackinsky to adjourn the
public hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.

Time: 6:53 p.m.


