
PUBLIC MEETING

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13,2017

6:45 P.M.

Roll Call

Purpose of the
Meeting

Introduction

What Can I Do to
Help?

Dave Buchewicz presiding. Board members Walt Sackinsky and
Ed Snee were present. Also in attendance were: Karen Fosbaugh,
Township Manager; Gary Wargo, Code Enforcement Officer;
Bruce Beaver, Public Works Director; and Paul J. Gitnik, Esq.,
Township Solicitor. Absent: Chief Dennis McDonough

The purpose of the meeting is to provide the public with a general
overview of the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4)
in 2017.

Mrs. Fosbaugh - Mrs. Fosbaugh explained that this is the annual
MS4 presentation to the public, and MS4 is an acronym for
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System. The MS4 process was
initiated by DEP and came into effect in 2003. The purpose of
MS4 is to efficiently manage stormwater runoff. When
stormwater is not efficiently managed, many problems occur, such
as flooding. As stormwater runs over impervious surfaces, such as
driveways and roofs, it increases in volume and speed. This
causes more flooding, damage to property and harm to individuals.
Pollution is another problem. As storm water runs over both
impervious surfaces and lawns, it also collects pollutants. This
includes oil from parking lots, fertilizers and pesticides from
lawns, trash and animal waste. These pollutants eventually reach
our creeks and streams via the stormwater. Stream bank erosion
occurs when water flows at unnaturally high volumes and speed
and essentially eats into stream-side property. The end product is
stream pollution, unstable bank conditions and damage to natural
habitats for fish and other aquatic life. The issue of most concern
is the threat to human health. Storm water can carry many
pollutants which can contaminate drinking water supplies, hamper
recreation activities, and threaten wildlife.

Mrs. Fosbaugh explained that there are a number of ways that
homeowners can assist in effectively managing stormwater. By
reducing impervious surfaces, the rain can soak into the ground.
Planting native trees and other plants can help with absorption,
and increase evaporation. Reduce the amount of pesticides and
fertilizers used on your property. Choose products that have fewer
chemical components, and use only what you need when treating
your lawn. Dog and cat feces which remain unattended are
washed into the storm sewers and eventually into creeks and



Assessing
Stormwater on
Your Property

Township's
Efforts

streams. Do not place feces in yard waste collection bags. Utilize
rain barrels. Never dispose of used oil, cleaning supplies, paint or
any household hazardous waste by pouring them down any part of
the storm sewer system, either in your floor drain or catch basin in
the street. Do not sweep yard waste or debris into a storm drain or
catch basin. During times of dry weather, report to South Park
Township any discharge from storm water outfalls, which are
pipes that lead to creeks. Wash your car in your yard or at a car
wash rather than in the driveway. Car washes utilize systems that
collect polluted water. Your lawn is a natural filtration system
when washing your vehicle.

Mrs. Fosbaugh informed the audience that the "Homeowner's
Guide to Stormwater" booklet is available to the public, which
provides homeowners with a guide to determine how Stormwater
affects their property. The booklet explains where Stormwater is
generated, how it flows, and approximately how much Stormwater
comes from your property. Once the amount of Stormwater is
determined and the point(s) of origin are established, the
homeowner can use the guide to initiate better Stormwater
management practices. These corrective measures may be as
simple as additional planting. Riparian buffers, or natural shrubs
or trees, are an alternative if the property abuts the street.

Mrs. Fosbaugh explained that MS4 is a mandate from DEP, and
the Township has continued to clear and repair Stormwater catch
basins throughout the seasons. The Township also employees a
part-time person dedicated to litter collection to prevent trash from
impeding the inlets. These actions are critical to maintaining the
integrity of the inlet grates. Although the Township has continued
to perform inlet and outfall inspections in 2017, standardized
inspection forms were developed and instituted. All of the
Township's catch basins have been inspected, rated upon
condition, and entered into a master data base. With regard to
outfalls, 80% were inspected in 2017 and entered into a master
data base. Training is an MS4 mandate, and the Township has
sent employees to numerous training workshop sessions
throughout the year. South Park Township also completed the
replacement of approximately 1,000 feet of storm sewer line on
Cardox Road, with $26,000 of the $40,000 project being funded
through the Community Development Grant Project. South Park
Township is required to submit a Pollution Reduction Plan (PRP)
to DEP, which is part of the master Notice Of Intent (NOI). This
outlines the Township's future plans to reduce pollutants in the
fresh water supply, which includes stream bank stabilization,
constructing wetlands or any type of natural filtering system. The
PRP is available for public review and comment, and the
Township anticipates taking action on the PRP at the December
11, 2017, Township meeting. South Park Township has made a



concentrated effort with regard to public education and other MS4
requirements. Educational materials are available to Township
residents in a number formats, including the Township's Website
and E-Newsletter. A report is presented monthly at the Township
meeting, and recently a bookmark for children has been created
and is being distributed. There is also a MS4 information display
available to residents in the Administration Lobby.

Public Comments There were no comments from the public audience.

Adjournment Motion by Mr. Sackinsky, seconded by Mr. Buchewicz to adjourn
the meeting. All members voted aye. Motion carried.

Time: 6:58 p.m.


