
PUBLIC HEARING

MONDAY, AUGUST 13, 2018

6:00 P.M.

Roll Call Dave Buchewicz presiding. Board members Walt Sackinsky and
Ed Snee were present. Also in attendance were: Karen Fosbaugh,
Township Manager; Chief Dennis McDonough; Katherine
Janocsko, Esq., Solicitor; Glenn Prokopovitch, Code Enforcement
Officer; and Aaron Laughlin, Director of Public Works.

Purpose of Hearing The purpose of the Public Hearing is to take oral or written
testimony on the condition of the following property to determine
if the property should be declared a Public Nuisance by the Board
of Supervisors, and subject to the appropriate abatement
procedures and/or fines and penalties as outlined in the Code of the
Township of South Park.

Testimony

Owner(s):
John E. & Patricia E. Nickoloff

Location:
1660 Queens Drive
South Park, PA 15129
Lot/Block No. 663-G-80

Mr. Prokopovitch - Mr. Prokopovitch stated that on 7/9/2018, the
Board of Supervisors scheduled a public hearing for this evening.
On 7/18/2018, a legal notice was submitted to the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette and was published in the Xtra South Edition on 7/27/2018.
On 7/23/2018, the Board of Supervisors reconfirmed the hearing
date for 8/13/2018 at 6:00 p.m. On 7/25/2018, a certified letter
was sent to the property owner, and on 7/27/2018 the certified
return receipt card was signed by the property owner. On
8/2/2018, a letter was sent to all property owners within a 200 foot
radius notifying them of the public hearing, and a reminder memo
was sent to the Board of Supervisors regarding their due diligence.
On 8/6/2018, the property was posted. Mr. Prokopovitch stated
that he would like his testimony entered into the public record.

John Nickoloff, 1660 Queens Drive - Mr. Nickoloff stated that he
is the property owner, and his wife is deceased. He informed the
Board that there has been a significant amount of work done on the
property. He explained that he is 74 years old and cannot climb
ladders. He has had difficulty getting people to work for him; and
currently, Mr. Eyrolles is working with him. Mr. Nickoloff stated
that he expects the property to be completed within a month.



Larry EyroIIes, 1108 Aurora Drive - Mr. Eyrolles stated that he
repairs properties and picked up a lot of tips due to the current
flooding and the non-addressable water issues by the Township.
He promised John he would make the necessary improvements to
his property and stated that he is capable and willing to do it. Mr.
Buchewicz asked how much time would be needed, and Mr.
Eyrolles replied that it would take a month to complete. He added
that there has been a great deal of neglect, and there is a lot of
work to be done. Mr. Eyrolles stated that he will need at least one
month, working 4 to 6 hours a day, 7 days a week. He added that
he promised the Board, the Township, and the neighbors, that the
property will be taken care of and restored to the beautiful home it
once was. Mr. Buchewicz asked Mr. Eyrolles to confirm that the
work will be completed within 30 days, and Mr. Eyrolles replied,
"You have my word on that."

Judith Murray, 1656 Queens Drive - Ms. Murray stated she is
Mr. Nickoloff s neighbor, and they have resided in their home for
37 years. They have put up with the deplorable conditions of the
Nickoloff property for the past 5 years. She expressed her concern
regarding the risk of West Niles Virus due to the polluted
swimming pool in the rear yard and black snakes coming from Mr.
Nickoloff s property. Ms. Murray stated that she is very upset and
thoroughly disgusted over the entire issue. She requested Mr.
Eyrolles credentials, a timeframe for completion, and what
penalties Mr. Nickoloff will be subjected to if the property is not
brought into compliance. Mr. Sackinsky reiterated that he will
have 30 to 45 days to complete the improvements. Mr. Eyrolles
explained that he has repaired buildings his entire life. He added
that he owns a 5-unit apartment building that he maintains and
repairs. Mr. Eyrolles stated that he has pumped 5 feet of water out
of the Nickoloff swimming pool, but stopped pumping so that the
Township could work in the sewer. He added that the remainder
of water can be pumped out within 48 hours.

Karen Morris, 1664 Queens Drive - Ms. Morris stated that she
has had water issues draining from Mr. Nickoloff s property and
coming into her basement. She has had to install 2 French drains
and 2 sump pumps. She spoke to Mrs. Fosbaugh and Mr.
Prokopovitch in the fall. Ms. Morris added that they have seen a
number of black snakes, and are concerned for their grandchildren
who play in their back yard. She stated that she is tired of looking
at the overgrown weeds. Last year, a dead deer was in Mr.
Nickoloff s rear yard which emitted a foul odor.

Richard Murray, 1656 Queens Drive - Mr. Murray inquired
about the abatement procedures if the property was not brought
into compliance within the allotted timeframe. Mr. Sackinsky
replied that he would be cited and scheduled to appear before the



district magistrate. If the improvements were not made, he would
be fined repeatedly and possibly incarcerated. Mr. Murray was
dissatisfied with the procedure and asked what else can be done.
Ms. Yagle explained the he would be prosecuted through the legal
process with the local magistrate. The magistrate will levy
whatever sentence they deem to be appropriate. Mr. Murray
voiced his frustration and asked how the property would be
cleaned up. Mr. Eyrolles stated that he is a man of his word, and
he will clean the property up. He added that there is already a
marked improvement. Mr. Murray agreed that there has been
minimal improvement, as was previously stated. Mr. Eyrolles
added that that improvement was completed in 7 days. Mr.
Murray inquired as to what will happen to the property if it is not
brought into compliance and Mr. Nickoloff is incarcerated. Mr.
Buchewicz explained that if the taxes are not paid, the house can
be sold through Sheriff Sale. Ms. Yagle explained that the purpose
of the hearing this evening is to determine whether or not the
property should be declared a public nuisance. If it is declared a
nuisance, then the Township would move ahead with the
appropriate procedures, starting with the district magistrate. Ms.
Murray inquired about the date, a timeframe, and who will be
inspecting the property. Mr. Sackinsky reiterated, once again, that
they will be given 30 to 45 days, and the Code Enforcement
Officer, Mr. Prokopovitch, will inspect the property at the end of
the allotted timeframe. Mr. Murray asked if anyone has been to
rear of the property, and the Board of Supervisors and Mrs.
Fosbaugh replied that they have viewed the back of the property.
Mr. Murray stated that the fence around the pool is falling down,
and Mr. Sackinsky replied that that is one of the issues that will
need to be addressed. Mr. Murray gave his permission for Mr.
Prokopovitch to walk on his property. Mr. Buchewicz asked if Mr.
Nickoloff would permit Mr. Prokopovitch on his property, and Mr.
Nickoloff stated that after the 45 day time period, he will see
where they are at. Mrs. Fosbaugh explained that the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania only allows municipalities a
certain amount of discretion. Under the law, a municipality cannot
take matters into its own hands. There are very specific guidelines
that the Township must adhere to, as well. Mr. Murray asked if the
inside of the house will be inspected, and Mr. Prokopovich replied
that he does not have right-of-entry or the capability to go on the
property without the owner's permission.

Dennis Nix, 1749 Kings Court - Mr. Nix expressed his concern
for Mr. Nickoloff s dog. He stated that the last time he saw the
dog, he had a chain around his neck with a padlock. The dog
appeared to be malnourished, and his testicles were nearly
dragging on the ground. He does not believe that the dog has had
any veterinary care. He requested that the Township notify the
proper authority. Mr. Nix mentioned that his neighbors have



contacted the Police Department and the Humane Society, but,
nothing has been done. He added that the dog is chained outside in
the front yard with no food, water or shelter. Some of his
neighbors have put food in the driveway for the dog. Chief
McDonough stated that he will investigate the matter. Mr.
Nickoloff stated, "The dog eats better than you do," referring to
Mr. Nix.

Mr. Sackinsky - Mr. Sackinsky stated that he has inspected the
property 3 or 4 times, the first being a couple of weeks ago. He
commented that he witnessed the dumpster and fresh cuttings in
the front yard. He and Mrs. Fosbaugh had permission from Mr.
Morris to enter his property in order to view Mr. Nickoloff s rear
yard. He commented that the swimming pool had green slime on
it, and there is debris scattered around the back yard, such as
buckets, plastic chairs, etc. On the left side of the house, there are
2 small holes in the siding. The property is overgrown, and the
roof has moss and trees growing on it. Mr. Sackinsky stated that
he inspected the property today and saw two gentleman sitting in a
truck. Mr. Eyrolles stated that he is doing his best, and he just
started cleaning up the property last Tuesday. Mr. Sackinsky
replied that he has seen some improvements made.

Mr. Snee - Mr. Snee stated that he inspected the property on July
28th, August 6th, and today, August 13th. He witnessed slime in
the swimming pool, the fence falling down, and moss and trees
growing on the roof. Between August 6th and today, he has seen
some improvements in debris being cleaned up; however, it still
needs a lot of loving care to bring the property into compliance.

Mr. Buchewicz - Mr. Buchewicz stated that he has inspected the
property several times, today being his last inspection. The rear
yard was so overgrown, that he could not determine where the pool
was situated.

Mrs. Fosbaugh - Mrs. Fosbaugh stated that she would like to
enter into the record the following three inspections:
Monday, June 25, 2018 - A number of nuisance conditions were
observed: the swimming pool in the rear yard was filled with
black, rancid water which is the perfect breeding ground for
mosquitoes and other vermin, and the vegetation in this area of the
property was overgrown. There were garbage bags piled in the
driveway which encourages rodent infestation that affects not only
the property in question, but other homes in the neighborhood.
The shake roof is severely deteriorated, and the grass and
shrubbery were overgrown in the front yard. The home is in a
general state of disrepair.
Tuesday, July 31, 2018 - The swimming pool had not been drained
and remained filled with blackish water. The garbage bags had not



Close Public
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been removed from the driveway. It must be noted for the record
that although the shrubbery was overgrown, the grass had been cut.
The other nuisance conditions previously cited had not been
addressed.
Friday, August 10, 2018 - The majority of the water had been
drained from the swimming pool. Algae and/or mold growth
coated the sides of the pool, and water remained in the bottom of
the pool. A dumpster had been placed in the driveway, but not all
of the trash had been placed in the dumpster at that time. The
property remains in a state of disrepair.

Chief McDonough - Chief McDonough stated that he concurs
with the observations of the Township Manager and the Board of
Supervisors. He added that progress has been made with the
dumpster and some vegetation in the front yard; however, there is
still a lot of work to be done. He inspected the property on July
30th, August 6th, and August 13th.

Motion by Mr. Sackinsky and seconded by Mr. Snee to close the
public hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Sackinsky and seconded by Mr. Snee to adjourn the
public hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.

Time: 6:30 p.m.


