Roll Call

Purpose of Hearing

Testimony

PUBLIC HEARING
MONDAY, AUGUST 13, 2018

6:15 P.M.
(ACTUAL STARTING TIME 6:30 P.M.)

Dave Buchewicz presiding. Board members Walt Sackinsky and
Ed Snee were present. Also in attendance were: Karen Fosbaugh,
Township Manager; Chief Dennis McDonough; Katherine
Janocsko, Esq., Solicitor; Glenn Prokopovitch, Code Enforcement
Officer; and Aaron Laughlin, Director of Public Works.

The purpose of the Public Hearing is to take oral or written
testimony on the condition of the following property to determine
if the property should be declared a Public Nuisance by the Board
of Supervisors, and subject to the appropriate abatement
procedures and/or fines and penalties as outlined in the Code of the
Township of South Park.

Owner(s): Location:
Don Group 1140 Cochrans Mill Road
Order of Owls Nest 1423 Pittsburgh, PA 15236

Lot/Block No. 563-N-212

Mr. Prokopovitch — Mr. Prokopovitch stated that on 7/9/2018, the
Board of Supervisors scheduled a public nuisance hearing for this
evening. On 7/18/2018, a legal notice was submitted to the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and was published in the Xtra South
Edition on 7/27/2018. On 7/23/2018, the Board of Supervisors
reconfirmed the hearing date for 8/13/2018 at 6:15 p.m. On
7/25/2018, a certified and first class notice was sent to the property
owners at three different addresses: Don Group, 342 Jean Drive,
Pittsburgh, PA 15236; Sue Marshall, 239 Sheldon Avenue,
Pittsburgh, PA 15220; and Owl’s Club, 1440 Cochrans Mill Road,
Pittsburgh, PA 15236. On 8/2/2018, letters were sent to all
property owners within a 200 foot radius notifying them of the
public hearing, and a reminder memo was sent to the Board of
Supervisors regarding their due diligence. On 8/6/2018, the
property was posted. Mr. Prokopovitch stated that he would like
his testimony entered into the public record.

Jim Marshall — Mr. Marshall explained that he and Don Group
took over the Owl’s Club. He commented that Don is 80 years
old, has had a triple bypass surgery, and has resigned from the
Owl’s Club. Mr. Marshall stated that his wife is the president of



the club, and he is the vice-president. He commented that he was
not certain as to the reason for the hearing and added that currently
the inside of the club is in good shape. He has received contractor
bids from different people, relative to the bridge, and is waiting on
a third bid. He explained that every time the parking lot is flooded,
it costs him over a $1,000 to re-pave. He mentioned that he read in
the paper that they levelled out the softball field at Coverdell, but
now the water is rushing down. Mr. Buchewicz inquired about the
gas line. Mr. Sackinsky explained that it needs to be moved to an
area away from debris hitting into it due to heavy rains. Mr.
Sackinsky added that he has been assured it would not explode;
however, it may break causing a gas leak. He continued
explaining the effort the Township has made in trying to involve
government officials, DEP, and the Core of Army Engineers to try
and rectify part of the problem. Mr. Marshall stated that he has
witnessed dumpsters being pulled out of the creek and, most
recently, a large tree trunk. Mr. Sackinsky responded that the
Township is not permitted to remove debris unless it is an
emergency situation. Because it has been a safety hazard, the
Township has spent a significant amount of money removing
various debris. Mr. Buchewicz inquired about Mr. Marshall’s plan
for the bridge. Mr. Marshall explained that the one side is fine;
however, the other side needs filler poured to repair the concrete.
He added that the bridge will be completed in 45 days. Mrs.
Fosbaugh stated that in 2012, a letter was sent by the Army Core of
Engineers to Mr. Group at the Owl’s Club. The letter stated, “You
are responsible for maintaining the structure opening thereof in
good repair in assuring that flood-caring capacity of the structure is
maintained.” Mrs. Fosbaugh explained that the owner is permitted
to remove debris from the creek, as long as they are not using
machinery and mentioned that the Township has not taken
machinery into the creek bed. Mrs. Fosbaugh stated that it is not
the Township’s responsibility to maintain a private bridge.
Because of the flooding in the nearby homes, the Township has
had to remove debris. Mrs. Fosbaugh added that the Township
will not send equipment over the bridge for fear of the bridge
collapsing. She stated that in 2016, she met with a representative
from Peoples Gas at the Owl’s Club. At that time, they were
willing to give the Owl’s Club owner a free tap-in, which was
worth $1,500, to move the gas line to Aurora Drive. The Owl’s
Club agreed to elevate the line so that it was protected by the
railing on the bridge, which was never done. Mr. Buchewicz
stated that the bridge is impassable, and Mr. Marshall replied that
he could walk across it. Mrs. Fosbaugh mentioned, again, the
letter from the Army Core of Engineers and the fact that they are
responsible for maintaining the opening of the bridge. Mr.
Marshall inquired as to how he is supposed to clean out the debris,
and Mrs. Fosbaugh replied that the Army Core of Engineers had



sent the Owl’s Club owner, along with the letter, standards for
channel cleaning at bridges and culverts. Mr. Marshall stated that
he has never seen such documents, and perhaps Don Group
received them. Mrs. Fosbaugh stated that the Township will obtain
the information for him. Mrs. Fosbaugh commented that the
Township has pictures from the last flood, and there were
dumpsters and refrigerators washing down the creek. The former
code enforcement officer spoke to the business owners along the
creek in order to rectify the situation. Mr. Marshall stated that
Waste Management will remove any of their dumpsters that wash
down the creek.

Larry Eyrolles, of 1108 Aurora Drive, commented that the last
dumpster that washed down the creek came from Community
Glass. He stated that he has secured $4,500 for the reconstruction
of the bridge, because his property is directly affected. Since the
flood control project in Baldwin and the reconstruction of the
intersection in Curry, Mr. Eyrolles commented that the creek now
floods significantly faster. Mrs. Fosbaugh informed Mr. Eyrolles
that the Township will be having a meeting tomorrow evening to
address concerns relative to the flooding in the area. Mr. Eyrolles
stated that the creek needs to be dredged and channeled. Mrs.
Fosbaugh explained that silt removal, with guidelines from DEP, is
very limited. Mr. Eyrolles mentioned that the Owl’s Club has been
working hard to keep their club open.

Mr. Sackinsky - Mr. Sackinsky stated that he has inspected the
property many times in the last year or two, and has witnessed the
Township Public Works employees cleaning out debris from the
creek. He mentioned the following items which need to be
addressed:

1) The parking lot is in disarray;

2) The bridge has a large hole. It should be certified for a certain
weight limit. Also the bridge should have a barricade to prevent
anyone from using the bridge until it is repaired;

3) The gas line should be moved to Aurora Drive; and

4) Low utility wires in the parking area should be addressed.

Mr. Snee — Mr. Snee stated that he inspected the property on July
28th, August 6th, and August 13th. He concurs with Mr.
Sackinsky’s report.

Mr. Buchewicz — Mr. Buchewicz stated that he has inspected the
property several times, today being his last inspection. He concurs
with Mr. Sackinsky’s report. He mentioned that he met two years
ago with State Representative, Bill Kortz, to help get DEP
involved with the creek issue.



Chief McDonough — Chief McDonough stated that he concurs
with the observations of the Board of Supervisors. He inspected
the property on July 30th, August 6th, and August 13th. Chief
McDonough mentioned that the bridge and gas line should be a
priority, since the gas has been shut off and winter is fast

approaching.
Close Public Motion by Mr. Sackinsky and seconded by Mr. Snee to close the
Hearing public hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.
Adjournment Motion by Mr. Sackinsky and seconded by Mr. Snee to adjourn the

public hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.

Time: 6:52 p.m.



