ROUTE 88 / BROWNSVILLE ROAD INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING
APRIL 22, 2019 @ 7:00 P.M.
Dave Buchewicz presiding. Board members Walt Sackinsky and Edward Snee were
present. Also in attendance were: Karen Fosbaugh, Township Manager; Mike Haberman,
Project Engineer; and Dennis McDonough, Chief of Police.
Township Manager, Karen Fosbaugh, provided an overview of the intersection project
and stated that at this time it is a conceptual, preliminary design. She mentioned that a
number of years ago, Township residents were asked to complete a Citizen Attitude Survey,
and many residents responded that they were concerned about the condition of the Rt. 88
and Brownsville Road intersection. Mrs. Fosbaugh informed the audience of the following:
•

PennDOT will be upgrading the intersection of Rt. 88 and Clifton Road by installing
turning lanes. Traffic will move much faster through the intersection, and as a result
will reach the Rt. 88/Brownsville Road intersection more rapidly.

•

The proposed plan will provide additional parking spaces, pedestrian crosswalks, and
pedestrian signals.

•

Peach Alley, which runs parallel to Route 88, is narrow and dead ends, making it
difficult for snow plows and refuse trucks to service the street. The project will enable
the Township to enhance the street by widening it and also providing a hammerhead
at the end of the street.

•

In order to make the entire project happen, it was necessary to gain control of 7
parcels of property. The buildings in question have not been maintained and have
been abandoned for at least 15 to 20 years.

•

Phase 2, of the Summit Station plan, will involve 45,000 to 50,000 square feet of
commercial development which will impact the Rt. 88/Brownsville Road intersection.
Because the developer of the Summit Station Plan is aware of the potential impact,
he is contributing funds in the amount of $365,000.

•

The total cost of the project is estimated at $1.3 million. In an attempt to minimize the
cost to the Township, the Township has applied for CITF funding with Allegheny
County for $250,000 and is awaiting response from the County on whether the
funding will be available to the Township. Mrs. Fosbaugh added that she has been in
contact with the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (SPC), who deal with many
traffic issues, and there is a possibility that they may be able to provide the Township
with funding concerning upgrade to the signal, which will cost the Township in excess
of $200,000. Another type of funding is Multi-Modal that will help with construction
costs and things of that nature.

Project Engineer, Mike Haberman, discussed the features of the conceptual design,
referring to a map of the preliminary, conceptual roadway improvements:
•

The main feature of the design is the left turning lane coming from Bethel Park
towards Union Township. The proposed turning lane will be for vehicular traffic to
turn onto Brownsville Road. In order to facilitate the turning lane, there are 7 parcels
of property that the Township is in the process of acquiring. The turn lane will be 175
feet long.

•

There will be a new, upgraded traffic signal installed.

•

Upgrade to the crossings, including ADA ramp facilities, will also be installed.

•

Once the acquired buildings are demolished, 12 public parking spaces will be added.

•

Attractive, low maintenance landscaping will be established.

•

Peach Alley will have 5 feet of pavement added to widen a portion of the street. A
hammerhead, which is essentially a turn-around, will be installed at the end of the
street.

•

An attractive wall will be constructed at approximately 7-1/2 to 8 feet tall at the
highest point, with possibly a "Welcome to South Park Township" sign installed on
the wall.

•

All of the widening on Route 88 will be within the existing PennDOT right-of-way.

CALL ON THE PEOPLE:
Jason Rakip, 4126 High Street- Mr. Rakip asked if there will be a signal installed at
Pleasant Street and Brownsville Road. Mrs. Fosbaugh replied that there is no plan for a
signal in that location at this time. Mr. Haberman explained that when turning right off of
Brownsville Road onto Route 88, there is currently a "No Turn on Red." As part of the
improvements to the intersection, there will be a "Right on Red" sign installed. Mr. Rakin
also inquired about parallel parking on the north side of Route 88, and Mrs. Fosbaugh
explained that that is not permitted, since it is a safety issue.
Bruce Raynor, Library VFC - Mr. Raynor inquired about the guard rail, and Mr. Haberman
replied that the guard rail will remain in place. Mr. Haberman added that 4 foot wide
shoulders will be installed. Mr. Raynor asked if a piece of the guide rail would need to be
removed for the convenience of the pedestrians using the crosswalk. Mr. Haberman replied
that that is not part of the preliminary plan.
Susan Yopek, 6576 Library Road and 6511 Peach Alley - Ms. Yopek explained that she
and her husband reside at 6511 Peach Alley, and they own property at 6576 Library Road.
She expressed her concern for the problems the project will cause during and after
construction relative to ingress and egress from their two driveways. Ms. Yopek also
expressed her concern relative to the grade from Peach Alley to Route 88, and asked if a
guard rail will be installed. She inquired about the light and the noise after removing the
blighted properties. She also asked if there will be another meeting to update the residents.
Mrs. Fosbaugh replied that if there is interest in having another meeting, the Township
would be happy to hold a second public meeting when we are closer to the final design.

James Zumbo, 1601 Wilson Road - Mr. Zumbo inquired about the businesses coming off
of Brownsville Road, on the right side of Rt. 88. Mr. Haberman explained that the
businesses on that side of Route 88 will remain the same. Mr. Zumbo asked if a signal will
be installed at the entrance to the Summit Station Plan, and Mr. Haberman and Mrs.
Fosbaugh explained that a signal in that location is not part of this conceptual plan but will
be installed at a much later date. The developer will be responsible for the installation of
that signal.
Desiree Doyle, 6376 Pleasant Street - Ms. Doyle inquired as to the timeframe for the
project. Mr. Haberman explained that the project will be done in phases. The demolition of
the buildings will be a separate project. The roadway widening, sidewalks, and parking area
will be constructed in an approximate 6 to 8 week timeframe. Ms. Doyle asked when the
project will begin, and Mr. Haberman replied that it will depend on funding. He added that
the project will not commence this year and estimated construction to begin in the fall of
2020.
Raymond Steinhauser, 1555 Berryman Avenue - Mr. Steinhauser expressed his concern
relative to the difficulty of turning left onto Route 88 at the Churchill Road intersection. Mrs.
Fosbaugh stated that that intersection is located in Bethel Park. She added that the
purpose of the project is to increase the flow to avoid bottlenecks; and since it is a state
road, the project must be approved by PennDOT. Mr. Haberman commented that he does
not believe there will be backup traffic at Churchill Road once the turning lanes at Clifton
Road and Brownsville Road are installed. Mr. Haberman added that PennDOT is taking
action to mitigate the hydraulic impact from the Clifton Road intersection, relative to the
water flow into South Park Township.
Sheila Petruska, 3110 Shelley Drive - Ms. Petruska asked if any consideration was given
to installing a traffic signal at Stewart Road and Brownsville Road, and Mrs. Fosbaugh
replied not at this time. Mrs. Fosbaugh informed Ms. Petruska that Stewart Road and
Brownsville Road are not Township roads. Ms. Petruska urged the Township to address the
issue, since she feels it is a dangerous intersection.
Andrew Betchoski, 4113 Orchard Street- Mr. Betchoski asked if the project will affect the
millage rate, and Mrs. Fosbaugh replied that this project will not. Mr. Betchoski inquired
about a traffic signal at the entrance of the Summit Station Plan. Mrs. Fosbaugh replied that
at some point, a traffic signal is proposed, but not at this time. Mr. Haberman mentioned
that the future signal at that intersection will be 100% funded and installed by the developer.
Mr. Betchoski inquired about traffic control, and Mr. Haberman replied that they will be able
to maintain two lanes of traffic at all times; however, there may be intermittent closures at
various times, but never during rush hour.
Mary Jo Humanic, 3101 Piney Fork Road - Ms. Humanic inquired about ingress and
egress at the Summit Station Plan, and Mrs. Fosbaugh stated that in addition to the main
entrance off of Brownsville Road, there will be access from Wood Street.
Roberta Gibson, 1109 Aurora Drive - Ms. Gibson inquired about detention ponds being
installed in the Broughton area. Mrs. Fosbaugh explained that a separate public meeting
will be held for that matter. She added that the ponds will be located on Allegheny County
Park property, behind the golf course.
Mrs. Fosbaugh thanked the audience for attending and for their interest in our community.
Meeting adjourned at 7:43 p.m.

