
PUBLIC HEARING

MONDAY, MARCH 13, 2017

6:15 P.M.
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Roll Call Walt Sackinsky presiding. Board member Ed Snee was present.
Also in attendance were: Karen Fosbaugh, Township Manager;
Dennis McDonough, Chief of Police; and Paul Gitnik, Solicitor.
Absent: Board member David Buchewicz and Director of Public
Works Bruce Beaver.

Purpose of Hearing The purpose of the Public Hearing is to take oral or written
testimony on the condition of the following property to determine
if the property should be declared a Public Nuisance by the Board
of Supervisors, and subject to the appropriate abatement
procedures and/or fines and penalties as outlined in the Code of the
Township of South Park.

Testimony

Owner(s):
Kent Olson

Location:
1472 Berryman Avenue
South Park, PA 15129
Lot & Block No. 772-L-295

Mr. Wargo - Mr. Wargo explained that the home has not been
occupied since Mr. Olson purchased the property in the year 2010,
according to our records. On 1/16/17, the Mr. Wargo contacted
Mr. Olson by phone and inquired as to his intentions with the
property. Mr. Olson stated that his plans were to repair and rent
the property by spring of this year. For the record, Mr. Wargo
stated that Mr. Olson makes that statement every year. A Certified
Notice of Enforcement and a First Class Notice was sent to Mr.
Olson's property, notifying him that the property has been vacant,
the fence is dilapidated, and the siding is damaged with holes. At
that time, Mr. Wargo had taken a picture of the property. The
Certified Mail was returned "unclaimed," and the First Class Mail
was never returned. On 2/13/2017, the Board of Supervisors
scheduled this Public Hearing. A second Certified and First Class
Notice of Enforcement was sent to the owner informing him of the
public hearing. Neither letter was returned to the Township. On
2/22/2017, a Legal Notice was sent to the Post-Gazette and
published on 3/3/2017 in the Local Xtra South Edition. On
2/28/2017, Mr. Wargo inspected the property and took four (4)
photographs of the violations. At that time, some of the holes had
been patched. On 3/3/2017, letters were sent to property owners
within a 200 foot radius of the property. On 3/6/2017, the property
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was posted and a sign was posted in the lobby of the
Administration Building, notifying the public of the hearing date
and time. At this time, twelve (12) additional photographs were
taken of the property. Mr. Wargo stated that he would like to enter
all of the pictures and his testimony into the formal record.

Lawrence Stephenson, 1418 Leona Avenue - Mr. Stephenson
commented that Mr. Olson's backyard abuts his side yard. He is
concerned that nothing has been done to the place, and it appears
that it is used strictly for storage. The back yard has fencing, steel
racks for pickup trucks, corrugated hoses for irrigation, and other
similar items. He is concerned that he would have difficulty
selling his home. There are holes all around the house and on the
roof. He has witnessed groundhogs and raccoons coming from
under the fence. Mr. Snee asked if he has seen Mr. Olson, and Mr.
Stephenson replied that he has not seen Mr. Olson for a couple of
years. He has a huge tree in his yard that overhangs onto Mr.
Stephenson's property, and he has had problems with his gutters
and downspouts getting clogged from debris falling off the tree.
He contacted Mr. Olson about the issue, and Mr. Olson had
someone come out and do very minimum trimming. That was a
few years ago, and Mr. Stephenson is currently having the same
issue. Mr. Stephenson asked what the next step will be, since Mr.
Olson is not in attendance at the hearing. Mr. Sackinsky stated that
the Board will vote on whether to declare the property a nuisance.
Mr. Wargo stated that he will send Mr. Olson the results of the
hearing. If he does not respond to the letter, Mr. Wargo will try
contacting him by phone. If he cannot get in touch with Mr.
Olson, Mr. Wargo will begin scheduling citations at district court.
Mr. Stephenson commented that the last time the Township cited
Mr. Olson, he started maintaining his grass.

Mr. Snee - Mr. Snee stated that he inspected the property on
3/9/2017 and 3/13/2017. The siding needs painted or patched up.
He has holes in his gutters, the fencing needs repaired. He has
fencing and steel racks stored in the back porch under the awning.
It appears he has a white, junk vehicle in the driveway.

Mr. Sackinsky - Mr. Sackinsky stated that he inspected the
property on 3/5/2017, 3/11/2017, and 3/13/2017. He concurs with
Mr. Snee's report. He has done some remedial covering of various
holes on the side of the building.

Mrs. Fosbaugh - Mrs. Fosbaugh stated that she inspected the
property at 1472 Berryman Avenue on 1/16/2017. The structure is
in general disrepair. The driveway wall has collapsed on one side.
The holes in the siding appear to be made possibly by a large
woodpecker. The siding is loose and falling off of the home in
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several locations. The fence in the rear yard is in poor condition
and ready to fall in certain areas. The rear porch contains a large
amount of debris and building materials. Flexible pipe is being
used as a gutter/downspout. The landing of the front step is
sinking. On 3/6/2017, the structure remained in general disrepair;
however, the only exception to the prior condition sited was the
large holes, which appeared to be covered with some type of
material. Today, the structure remains in the same state of
disrepair as on 3/6/2017, with no changes.

Chief McDonough - Chief McDonough stated that he inspected
the property on 3/1/2017, 3/7/2017 and 3/13/2017. He concurs
with the observation of the resident and of the Board. The only
addition is the junk vehicle. Mr. Wargo stated that the vehicle's
inspection is legal until the end of this month. Mr. Snee asked if
the plate is current, and Mr. Wargo replied that it is current. Mr.
Sackinsky asked if the vehicle is registered to Mr. Olson, and Mr.
Wargo replied that he does not know.

{At this time, Mr. Olson arrived at the hearing.)

Kent Olson, 1472 Berryman Avenue - Mr. Olson gave his phone
number as 412-327-0335 or 412-527-7008. He inquired as to what
the Township intends to do about his property. Mr. Sackinsky
explained that comments were made during the hearing regarding
the condition of 1472 Berryman Avenue. The Board, Manager,
and Chief of Police have all inspected the property at least twice,
and the Board will be making a decision on whether to declare the
property a public nuisance. Mr. Sackinsky asked if Mr. Olson
would like to make a statement on his timeframe relative to
bringing his property into compliance with the Township Code.
Mr. Olson stated that he already had that conversation with the
Code Enforcement Officer. Mr. Sackinsky responded that
according to Mr. Wargo, Mr. Olson has made the same statement
every year and nothing has been done. Mr. Olson asked Mr.
Wargo when the last time was that they spoke, and Mr. Wargo
replied that they spoke last in mid-January, approximately January
16th. Mr. Olson asked what time they spoke on that day, and Mr.
Wargo replied that he does not recall. Mr. Olson inquired about
the length of the conversation, and Mr. Wargo replied that the
conversation lasted approximately five minutes. Mr. Wargo stated
that at that time he asked what Mr. Olson's intentions were
regarding his property, as he has asked in previous phone calls.
Mr. Olson inquired as to when the other phone calls were made,
and Mr. Wargo replied that they had spoken on the phone a year or
two before. Mr. Gitnik interrupted, and asked Mr. Olson if he was
recording the conversation, and Mr. Olson replied that he is
recording. Mr. Gitnik inquired as to why he was recording the



04

conversation, and Mr. Olson replied that he was recording for the
sake of his attorney, who could not attend, since Mr. Olson was not
given notice of the hearing. Chief McDonough advised Mr. Olson
that he is committing a felony for illegal wire tap, because he has
not received the consent of anyone in the room. Mr. Olson stated
that he will turn it off, but asked if anyone objects to him recording
the hearing. Chief McDonough replied that he objects. Mr. Olson
inquired about the reason for the objection, and Chief McDonough
replied that he does not have to give a reason. Mr. Olson
commented that there has to be a reason since this is a public
hearing, and according to the Sunshine Law, a television station
would be able to record the hearing. Mr. Gitnik stated that there
would be a written record, and they are media. Mr. Olson
commented that that should not matter since the hearing is open to
the public. Mr. Olson continued to ask Mr. Wargo when other
conversations between them took place. Mr. Wargo stated that
since Mr. Olson bought the property, they have had this discussion
every year. Mr. Olson denied Mr. Wargo's statement and asked if
he had phone records. Mr. Wargo stated that he is giving
testimony at this time that they have had multiple discussions. Mr.
Olson asked if Mr. Wargo could prove his claim, and Mr. Wargo
stated that it is his word against Mr. Olson's. Mr. Olson, again,
asked for a record of their alleged conversations, and Mr. Wargo
stated that he does not have a record of the dates and times. Mr.
Olson stated that the last time he spoke with Mr. Wargo was
approximately 10 years ago, and he has the records to prove his
claim. At that time, he stated that Mr. Wargo asked why he was
not living in the house. Mr. Olson had asked if there was a law
that stated he had to reside in the house, and Mr. Wargo told him
that there was no such law. Mr. Wargo stated that at that time
there were no violations, but currently there are issues. Mr. Wargo
commented that Mr. Olson's story is always the same in that he
will have the property fixed up by the spring. Mr. Olson stated
that he never spoke that conversation with Mr. Wargo. Mr. Olson
stated that he can submit all of his phone records to prove that he
never spoke to Mr. Wargo. Mr. Gitnik intervened by stating that it
has already been accepted that Mr. Olson has stated that he did not
speak with Mr. Wargo but one time. Mr. Olson responded that that
is not true; he is an Eagle Scout and does not lie. He continued
saying that Mr. Wargo spoke to him years ago when he purchased
the property. In between then and now, he has never heard from
anyone other than his neighbors. He added that anytime his
neighbors had a question or a problem, he resolved the issue. Mr.
Gitnik asked for Mr. Olson's street address, and he replied 1472
Berryman Avenue. Mr. Gitnik asked what address the Notice of
Enforcements were sent, and Mr. Wargo replied 309 Nan tucket
Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15236. Mr. Gitnik asked if that is Mr.
Olson's address, and Mr. Olson replied that that is not where he
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currently resides. Mr. Wargo stated that that address is listed on
the County website, and Mr. Olson denied the statement. Mr.
Gitnik asked if Mr. Olson received any correspondence, and he
replied that he did not. Mr. Olson stated that he has not resided at
the Nantucket address for years, which proves that Mr. Wargo has
not contacted him. Mr. Wargo inquired as to how Mr. Olson knew
about the hearing, and Mr. Olson stated that he saw the posting on
his property. Mr. Wargo stated that by viewing the posting on his
property, Mr. Olson was notified. Mr. Olson stated that the
hearing is unfair and unjust, and the Township has humiliated him
by placing a sign on his property and never contacting him. Mr.
Sackinsky inquired as to when he told Mr. Wargo that he would
begin fixing the property up in the spring, and Mr. Olson replied
that he told Mr. Wargo on 1/16/2017, at 9:18 a.m., when he called.
Mr. Sackinsky asked if he would be willing to put in writing that
he will start repairs in the spring. Mr. Gitnik inquired as to what
repairs will be made, and Mr. Olson replied that he is fixing the
entire house on the outside, which includes siding and/or painting.
Mr. Gitnik asked about the fence, and Mr. Olson replied that the
fence is not falling down; it has been the same for the past 10
years. The only time there was a problem with the fence was 10
years ago when Mr. Wargo called him, and at that time he repaired
the fence. Mr. Sackinsky commented that it is leaning in various
spots. Mr. Gitnik commented that there is a large amount of
construction material stored on the premises. Mr. Olson asked if
that is illegal, and Mr. Gitnik replied that it is because it is a
residential dwelling. Mr. Olson commented that the materials are
not visible because they are behind the fence. Mr. Gitnik
explained that looking at the totality of the property, it meets the
requirements of the Township Ordinance as a public nuisance. Mr.
Olson asked what constitutes a public nuisance and if the Board
feels his property is unsafe. Mr. Sackinsky mentioned that the
front step in sinking, and Mr. Olson asked if that is unsafe. Mr.
Gitnik commented that they are not engineers and, therefore,
cannot answer that question. Mr. Olson asked what would declare
an unsafe structure, and Mr. Gitnik replied that his back porch is
structurally unsound. Mr. Olson replied that he does not have a
back porch. Mr. Sackinsky commented that it is the rear awning,
and Mr. Olson replied that there is nothing wrong with his awning.
It is structurally sound; in fact, he can walk on it. Mr. Gitnik asked
if he would walk on it, and Mr. Olson replied that he would. Mr.
Gitnik stated that his neighbor gave oral testimony. Mr. Olson
feels that the hearing is a vindictive act so that the Township can
tell his neighbors that something has been done. Mr. Gitnik asked
when he will have all of the violations resolved, and Mr. Olson
stated that he will start in April or May and finish in 3 or 4 months.
Mr. Sackinsky asked that he put the statement in writing, and Mr.
Olson stated that he will put it in writing. Mr. Olson asked that the
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Township provide him with documents showing what is wrong
with his property, because he was never told. Mr. Gitnik
commented that Mr. Olson was late for the hearing, and he
obviously knew the time from the posting on his property.
Therefore, he missed his opportunity. However, it is all on the
record, and he can request a copy of the written record. Mr. Olson
asked for a list of all code violations that make it a public nuisance.
Mr. Sackinsky commented that the siding, gutters and downspouts
need repaired, and there is a pipe going out to the street. Mr.
Olson stated that the neighbors also have a pipe going out to the
street, and there is nothing wrong with the pipe. Mrs. Fosbaugh
commented that he has a flexible pipe as his downspout, and Mr.
Olson replied that he has the flexible pipe as a diversion pipe,
which is legal. Mrs. Fosbaugh explained that she witnessed the
pipe being used as a downspout today, and Mr. Olson explained
that it is attached to the end where it converts out of the ground and
goes to the front of the house, so it does not go into the sewer
system. Mrs. Fosbaugh asked if Mr. Olson intends to leave the
house vacant after he completes the improvements, and Mr. Olson
replied that he does not have to answer that question. Mr. Gitnik
showed the pictures that were placed on the record by Mr. Wargo
and asked Mr. Olson if the pictures properly reflect what the
dwelling currently looks like. Mr. Olson replied that his dwelling
is similar to the pictures. Mr. Gitnik asked about the siding in the
pictures, and Mr. Olson stated that he will be repairing, painting or
possibly replacing the siding. Mr. Gitnik inquired about the steps,
and Mr. Olson replied that they will either be taken out or re-
poured. Mr. Gitnik asked about the debris, and Mr. Olson stated
that the pictures show a fence, not debris. Mr. Gitnik inquired
about the construction materials being placed in a shed, and Mr.
Olson stated that the construction materials will be taken care of.
Mr. Sackinsky commented that Mr. Olson stated on the record he
will bring the property into compliance; and if he is agreeable, the
Township will draw up a document for Mr. Olson to sign. Mr.
Olson asked why the hearing had to take place and why he was
never notified. Mr. Gitnik replied that a Notice was sent, and your
property was posted. Mr. Wargo asked that Mr. Olson provide his
current address, and Mr. Olson replied 5866 Dashwood Drive. Mr.
Sackinsky explained that the Township is trying to remedy a
situation the best possible way with the property owner, his
neighbors and the Township. Mr. Sackinsky asked if Mr. Olson
will provide the Township with a written commitment, and Mr.
Olson replied that he will not give a written commitment. Mr.
Sackinsky responded that the Township will then have to declare
the property a public nuisance. Mr. Olson stated that "his word is
his word," and he does not have to put it in writing. Mr. Gitnik
commented that it is on the record and ask Mr. Olson to clarify
when he would have the property completed. Mr. Olson replied
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Close Public
Hearing

Adjournment

that he would start by May and have it completed by the end of
summer. Mr. Gitnik asked for a completion date, and Mr. Olson
replied that after he hires his contractors, he will provide a
timeframe. Mr. Gitnik and Mr. Sackinsky asked if the end of
August would be a suitable timeframe, and Mr. Olson replied that
it would absolutely be acceptable. Mr. Sackinsky commented that
if he has any delays, he would need to request an extension of time
from the Board of Supervisors, and the Board would most likely
extend the timeframe by a week or so. As of this date, the record
shows that the property will be in compliance by the end of
August. Mr. Olson agreed and apologized for being upset;
however, he feels that the Township should have notified him by
phone regarding the hearing, instead of publically embarrassing
him. Mr. Sackinsky replied that that was not the Township's
intent, and he believes that the matter has been resolved.

Motion by Mr. Snee and seconded by Mr. Sackinsky to close the
public hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Mr. Sackinsky and seconded by Mr. Snee to adjourn the
public hearing. All members voted aye. Motion carried.

Time: 6:43 p.m.


