
PUBLIC MEETING

MONDAY, JULY 15,2019

7:00 P.M.

Roll Call

Purpose of the
Meeting

Introduction

Mark
Reidenbach,
Project Manager

Board Members: Dave Buchewicz, Walt Sackinsky and Ed Snee
were present. Also in attendance were: Karen Fosbaugh,
Township Manager; Mark Reidenbach, Project Engineer; Sean
Murphy (Registered Landscape Architect), Gateway Engineers;
Dan Deiseroth, Gateway Engineers.

The purpose of the meeting is to discuss two proposed retention
areas to be installed on the Allegheny County Golf Course.

Mrs. Fosbaugh - Mrs. Fosbaugh mentioned the flooding that has
occurred in the Broughton area for many years. She explained that
with the increasing intensity of the rains, and the volume of the
rain falling over short periods of time, there have been severe
problems with flooding which is occurring more often. Last year,
the Township contracted with Gateway Engineers to perform an
analysis of the area to determine where the flood waters are
coming from and what we can do to help alleviate the problem.
Based on the analysis report, most of the water is coming from the
golf course. It was recommended that two retention areas be
developed in the vicinity of the Allegheny County Golf Course to
help hold back the water; one in the area of Broughton Road and
Park Street, and the second near the west end of Wilhelm Avenue.
Township officials met with Allegheny County officials; and the
County was receptive to the project, with the stipulation that the
Township be responsible for the cost associated with the retention
facilities and the future maintenance. A recent adjustment to the
study was made to minimize the disturbance of trees, due to the
County's concern for the trees in the area. The purpose of the
detention pond is to hold back water so that it does not have the
velocity during a heavy rainfall. This will potentially reduce flood
waters going into the areas where the Township is experiencing
problems, such as Wilhelm Avenue, Park Street, and Aurora
Drive.

Mr. Reidenbach commented that there have been two major
flooding events in the Broughton area, which involved the
Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA). One
event occurred in July, 2013; and the second event occurred in
June, 2018. There were other flooding events that have occurred
more often, which required the Broughton Volunteer Fire
Department to respond. He explained that stormwater



management systems control the increase of runoff from a pre-
developed condition to a post-developed condition. A typical
design storm is a 24-hour duration. Storms have become more
intensive over a shorter period of time and more frequent. Recent
storms have produced as much as two inches per hour; and after a
24-hour event, that would equate to 48 inches. After performing
the Flood Evaluation Analysis, he recommended to the Township
installing two stormwater management facilities that accommodate
100-year storm events, and to create a 50% reduction in the rate.
The ponds are meant to slow the flow of the water. He mentioned
that Allegheny County approved the Stormwater Management
Ordinance 167 Plan, and South Park Township will adopt an
updated Stormwater Management Ordinance in 2019. Both of the
proposed ponds are within natural drainage paths and located on
public property. Mr. Reidenbach indicated on a map the locations
of the facilities and where the water will be flowing. They are
proposing to segment the Wilhelm Avenue stormwater
management facility into three separate ponds, in order to catch
water further upstream, then releasing it out. They will try to
promote stream restoration. The outlets to Park Street go under a
36 inch pipe and fall along Park Street. It then traverses to a
culvert at the end of June Ann Avenue and Forest Avenue, where
it flows to Lick Run. Each of the facilities are designed to be 10
feet deep. The lower pond at Wilhelm Avenue will collect the
majority of the runoff coming off of Brownsville Road and will
also catch the rest of the instream facilities that come from further
up in the park. Both ponds are located on the golf course.

Public Questions Michael Fircak, 1121 Wilhelm Ave. - Mr. Fircak asked if it is
And Comments mandated by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania that the County

has the ponds installed in order to obtain funds, and Mrs.
Fosbaugh replied that it is not mandated. He inquired about the
area where the County is concerned about tree growth. Mr.
Reidenbach explained that the proposed pond is approximately 3
acres in size; and before the adjustment, it was approximately 6 to
7 acres. The concern for the trees was further back, closer to the
golf course. Mr. Fircak mentioned a former football field with a
grove that was located at the end of Wilhelm Avenue. He inquired
about fencing around the pond, and Mrs. Fosbaugh replied that
there will be 6 foot high fencing. Mr. Fircak commented that
during the 2013 flooding, the pipes were clogged. Mrs. Fosbaugh
explained that the 2 major flooding events were PEMA related,
where a possible disaster was declared. Mr. Fircak asked for a
timeframe for the installation of the ponds. Mrs. Fosbaugh replied
that Township officials will be meeting with Allegheny County
officials to review the revised plan. Mr. Reidenbach stated that
the permit process takes one year. Peggy Gibson, 1111 Aurora
Drive - Ms. Gibson inquired about the amount of water coming
from Baldwin Borough. Mr. Reidenbach replied that the majority



of the water is coming from Baldwin, and it is a tributary to Lick
Run. Ms. Gibson mentioned the dredging that was done along
Cochrans Mill Road, and Mrs. Fosbaugh explained that Chief
McDonough has sent a letter to notify the County of the issue in
that area. Ms. Gibson asked about the area at the end of Aurora
Drive, where flooding frequently occurs. She asked if that area
can be dredged. Mrs. Fosbaugh replied that DEP permits
removing silt material from the creek; however, it is a very
minimal amount that is allowed to be removed. In order to dredge,
there is an extensive permitting process, and a study needs to be
made to determine how it will affect downstream communities.
Jeri Penrose, 1455 Barnes Avenue - Ms. Penrose inquired about
a possible increase in standing water. Mr. Reidenbach explained
that they are meant to be flow-through facilities and are designed
to drain within 24 to 48 hours, 72 hours maximum. He added that
the control structure is concrete, oversized with circular orifices.
Ted S/alla, 1155 Thomas Avenue - Mr. Szalla expressed his
appreciation to Mrs. Fosbaugh for her help in putting together this
project and taking the time to talk to him. Mr. Szalla commented
that the County and suburbs should be held accountable for the
infrastructure, because of all the housing plans being built. He
inquired about the water near Forest Avenue, and Mr. Reidenbach
replied that it is an unnamed tributary to Lick Run. Mr. Szalla
stated that where he lives is not considered a flood zone, and he
requested that the Township assist in helping residents in his area
to obtain flood insurance. He mentioned that since the water near
Forest Avenue is just a runoff, dredging should be permitted. He
added that the road is falling in and shrinking and must be
addressed. The trees, located at June Ann and Forest Avenue are
leaning and are a potential hazard. Mr. Szalla commented that the
debris in the woods washes down into the stream. Mr. Reidenbach
responded that the clogging of the culvert on Forest Avenue is a
frequent problem. Mr. Buchewicz asked where the debris was
coming from, and Mr. Szalla replied that the Township and the
County owns some of the property. Mr. Szalla indicated on the
map the area of his concern. Mrs. Fosbaugh explained that
because of the way things have been built for decades, such as
removing trees and paving, flooding has become an issue in many
areas. The Township, along with other communities, is required
to adopt a new stormwater management ordinance, requiring
stricter mandates for everyone. She added that the Township
believes this project will be of most impact for that particular area.
Mr. Szalla mentioned that he has contacted various state
representatives, and he hopes the communication between the
state, county, and the Township will improve. He stated that the
erosion of the stream and the risk of trees falling is a safety factor.
Mr. Buchewicz asked Mr. Szalla to notify the Township when
there is an accumulation of litter and debris. Mr. Szalla replied
that he will take pictures of the debris. Charles Nix, 1116



Wilhelm Ave. - Mr. Nix expressed his frustration as to the water
runoff coming from Brownsville Road. He commented that the
simple solution is to have the County install a pipe from
Brownsville Road and have the creek cleaned out every six
months. He mentioned the water coming off of Edith Avenue
which runs through a 2 foot pipe, to a 4 foot pipe, and then to a 6
foot pipe. He stated that it should be in reverse in order to clean
out Lick Run. Mr. Nix does not feel that installing detention
ponds is the solution. Dan Sanker, 1161 Thomas Ave. - Mr.
Sanker commented that he believes the detention ponds will help
the issue. He mentioned that from Edith Avenue, the pipes are
terra cotta, and he indicated on the map the location. Mr. Sanker
stated that the drainage in that area is terrible and needs updated.
He asked if anything will be done with the underdrainage system
to fix the catch basins and culverts. Mrs. Fosbaugh replied that the
project is specifically for the ponds and does not include the
underdrainage. Mr. Reidenbach stated that as part of the project,
they have proposed to replace the culvert under Park Street. Mr.
Sanker mentioned the culvert at Forest Avenue and June Ann
Avenue having poor drainage. Mrs. Fosbaugh commented that
possibly the roots from the pine trees in that area have extended
into the system, and Mr. Sanker agreed. Mr. Sackinsky mentioned
that the Township may have to televise the lines to determine the
condition of the pipe. Mr. Sanker commented that it is flushed out
on occasion. Mrs. Fosbaugh stated that a catch basin was installed
at the top a couple of years ago, and Mr. Sanker responded that it
helped significantly. Mrs. Fosbaugh stated that she will discuss
the issue with the Public Works Director. A resident spoke out
that too small of a pipe was installed along Wilhelm. Mr. Sanker
added that 52 inch pipes are needed. He expressed his frustration
as to why the Township does not immediately address the drainage
issue. Mrs. Fosbaugh stated that the main component of any
project is money. The Township invests hundreds of thousands of
dollars a year in a sanitary sewer program. Mr. Sanker replied that
he has never seen anything being done. Mr. Sackinsky explained
that most of the work being done is lining pipe. Instead of digging
it up and replacing the pipe, they install slip lining. Mr. Sanker
inquired as to the areas that have been done recently, and Mrs.
Fosbaugh replied that they are currently working on Ridgevue
Drive. She assured Mr. Sanker that South Park Township is not
negligent with its sanitary or storm sewer lines. There are two
components to the project. There is point repair which is adding
or replacing manholes and replacing lines, and there is the actual
lining. Mr. Sackinsky added that in rare occasions where you
cannot slip line, excavation is necessary. Mrs. Fosbaugh stated
that the work on the sanitary sewers is extremely important
because DEP monitors the Township, and the Township must
submit reports to the DEP each year verifying the work completed.
If the problems are not corrected, the DEP denies sewer taps for



new construction in the Township. Mr. Buchewicz stated that the
Township will look into the matter regarding Wilhelm Avenue
Michael Fircak inquired as to where the funds are allocated from
for the detention pond project. Mrs. Fosbaugh replied that the
money comes from the Township's coffers, not the County or the
Commonwealth. Mr. Sackinsky added that the Township has
recently been denied a grant but will be applying for additional
grant funding. Mr. Fircak asked for an estimated cost for the
project, and Mr. Reidenbach replied approximately $1.5 million.
Mrs. Fosbaugh mentioned that the County will still need to
approve the revised plan. Mr. Sanker asked why the County
would not approve the project, and Mrs. Fosbaugh stated that the
Township has to work with the County because it is their property.
The County Park is a public trust for the residents of Allegheny
County. Mr. Sanker inquired about permits, and Mrs. Fosbaugh
explained that the permits will need to be obtained from the
Commonwealth and DEP, not from the County. The permitting
process will take approximately one year. It is a process of going
from one entity to another at the state level to make sure
everything is in order to protect the residents. Julia Gunn, 1840
Stoltz Road - Ms. Gunn inquired about the work being done on
Sleepy Hollow Road and mentioned a sewer drain near her
property. She commented that there is a manhole in the creek, but
during the last storm, the creek rose above it. Mr. Laughlin had to
put the lid back on the manhole. The runoff from both the Maripat
and Saddlebrook Farms plans drain onto her property from Sleepy
Hollow Run Creek, and it is carving her property away on the
corner. Mrs. Fosbaugh explained that the sewer on the interceptor
was severely damaged in the storm of June, 2018. A contractor
has encased the pipe, because it was exposed in the creek. In the
2018 Sanitary Sewer Project, that area of the interceptor will be
lined. Ms. Gunn commented that the creek runs behind her
property, but the sewer line runs underneath the creek. Because of
the volume of water that is intercepting at the corner behind her
property, it is wearing away the walls of the creek and digging the
creek deeper. Mrs. Fosbaugh stated that the Township will look
into the matter.

Adjournment Time: 8:04 p.m.


