PUBLIC MEETING
MONDAY, OCTOBER 8,2018

6:45 P.M.
Roll Call

Dave Buchewicz presiding. Board members Walt Sackinsky and
Ed Snee were present. Also in attendance were: Karen Fosbaugh,
Township Manager; Glenn Prokopovitch, Code Enforcement
Officer; and Irving Finnan, Esq., Township Solicitor. Absent:
Chief Dennis McDonough and Aaron Laughlin, Public Works
Director.

Purpose of the
Meeting

The purpose of the meeting is to provide the public with a general
overview of the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4)
in 2018.

Introduction

Mrs. Fosbaugh - Mrs. Fosbaugh stated that the purpose of the
meeting is to address the MS4 process. She explained that MS4 is
an acronym for Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System. The
MS4 process was initiated by DEP and came into effect in 2003.
The purpose of MS4 is to efficiently manage stormwater runoff
and is a requirement of DEP. {At this time, Chief McDonough and
Aaron Laughlin joined the meeting. Mrs. Fosbaugh requested that their
attendance be entered into the record.} When stormwater is not
efficiently managed, many problems occur such as flooding. As
stormwater runs more rapidly over impervious surfaces such as
driveways and roofs, it increases in volume and speed. This can
result in flooding and property damage and cause harm to
individuals. Pollution is another problem. As stormwater is
running over both impervious surfaces and lawns, it also collects
pollutants. This can be oil from parking lots, fertilizers and
pesticides from lawns, trash and animal waste. These pollutants
eventually reach our creeks and streams via the stormwater.
Stream bank erosion occurs when water flows at unnaturally high
volumes and speeds and essentially "eats into" streamside
property. The end product of this is stream pollution, unstable
bank conditions, and damages to natural habitats for fish and other
aquatic life. The issue of most concern is the threat to human
health. Stormwater as previously mentioned can carry many
pollutants which can contaminate drinking water supplies, hamper
recreation activities, and threaten wildlife habitat.

What Can I Do to
Help?

Mrs. Fosbaugh explained that there are a number of ways that
homeowners can assist in effectively managing stormwater:

-

-

Reduce impervious surfaces so that rain can soak into the
ground;
Plant native trees and other plants which can help with
absorption, and increase evaporation;
Reduce the amount of pesticides and fertilizers used on
your property. Choose products that have fewer chemical
components and use only what you need.
Clean up after your pets, and do not allow feces to remain
unattended which are washed into the storm sewers and
eventually creeks and streams. Do not place feces in the
yard waste collection bags;
Utilize rain barrels;
Never dispose of used oil, cleaning supplies, paint or any
household hazardous waste by pouring them down any part
of the storm sewer system, either in your floor drain or a
catch basin in the street. Do not sweep yard waste or
debris into a storm drain or catch basin;
Report discharges from any storm water outfalls during
times of dry weather. She explained that outfalls are the
pipes that lead to the creek;
Wash your vehicle in your yard or at a car wash rather than
in the driveway, since car washes utilize systems that
collect polluted water.

Assessing
Stormwater on
Your Property

Mrs. Fosbaugh informed the audience that the "Homeowner's
Guide to Stormwater" booklet, provided by the Allegheny County
Conservation District, is available to the public in the
Administration Lobby and at the meeting. The booklet explains
where stormwater is generated, how it flows, and approximately
how much stormwater comes from your property. Once the
amount of stormwater is determined and the point or points of
origin is established, the homeowner can use this guide to initiate
better stormwater management practices. These corrective
measures may be as simple as additional plantings. Riparian
buffers are an alternative if the property abuts a stream. Riparian
buffers are native shrubs or trees that are planted along streams
that restore the streamside areas to forested conditions which has
numerous benefits.

Township's
Efforts

Mrs. Fosbaugh explained that compliance to MS4 is a DEP
requirement, and mandates and requirements are becoming
increasingly more restrictive and expensive. South Park Township
has continued to clean and repair storm water catch basins
throughout the seasons. Approximately 40 catch basins have been
repaired or replaced this year, to date. The Township also
employs a part-time person dedicated to litter collection to prevent

trash from impeding the inlets. These actions are critical to
maintaining the integrity of the inlet grates. The Township has
continued to perform inlet and outfall inspections in 2018, which
is an MS4 mandate, and we utilize a standardized inspection form
as part of the inspection process. All inlets have been inspected,
rated upon condition and entered into a master data base. With
regard to outfalls, which are the lines that direct storm water
directly into the creeks from the storm water system, inspection
and water quality testing will occur within the next several
months, which the Township is required to do annually. A
professional testing company takes samples and generates a report,
which is also a mandate of DEP.
Public Works forces have also commenced with the inspection of
the Township-owned sedimentation pond facilities. The Township
will be formulating an inspection form for ponds that are privately
owned which must comply with MS4 guidelines as well. Training
is an MS4 mandate; and in 2018, Township Public Works
employees were trained in the various components of MS4,
including the inspection process.
South Park Township in 2018 has a number of projects planned,
underway or completed that will improve the stormwater
management system:
Stagecoach Drive - the Township replaced a collapsed 30"
stormwater line affected by the June 20th flood.
Kirkby Drive - the Township will be installing two inlets
at the intersection of Kirby Drive and Ridge Road to
properly direct stormwater flowing from this area. The
project involves 300 feet of storm sewer installation
leading to an existing catch basin on Ridge Road.
Snee Drive - the Township will be replacing 18 feet of
storm sewer pipe that is 14 feet deep because of the
condition of the pipe which is severely deteriorated. This
is located in the older section of Snee Drive.
Repairs to Sleepy Hollow Road Interceptor Line - as a
result of the June 20th flood, the interceptor line was
damaged. The repair work involves streambank restoration
of a 15" terra cotta pipe and relining additional pipe. This
interceptor line leads to the main interceptor, and the
project involves both South Park Township and Bethel
Park.
Aurora Drive/Zupancic Drive - the Township installed
four (4) locking manhole lids in the Aurora Drive area, and
one locking manhole lid on Zupancic Drive.
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Piney Fork Sewage Treatment Plant - replaced four (4)
interceptor manholes and 600 feet of 30" reinforced
concrete pipe. The work was performed in conjunction
with the replacement of the Piney Fork Road Bridge.
Piney Fork Interceptor, is the main interceptor line running
through the Township in the Library area, and all sewage is
directed into the interceptor and conveyed into the Piney
Fork Sewage Treatment Plant. The interceptor has been
smoke tested to determine if there is any crossover
between the sanitary and storm sewer systems.

A number of the projects were due to the June 20th flooding and
were not included in the budget. These projects will cost in excess
of $100,000.
South Park Township was required to submit a Pollution
Reduction Plan (PRP) to DEP in 2017 which was part of the
master Notice of Intent (NOI). This basically outlines the
Township's future plans to reduce pollutants in the fresh water
supply. The plan was submitted to DEP in 2017, and the
Township has yet to receive comment.
Stormwater Study - The Township recently contracted with
Gateway Engineers to study the Broughton area. The end result of
the study is to determine stormwater control solutions to prevent
and/or minimize flooding. The Township expects to receive the
study this week.
South Park Township has made a concentrated effort with regard
to public education, another MS4 requirement. Educational
materials are available to Township residents in a number of
formats: on the Township's website and e-newsletter, a report is
presented monthly at the Township meeting, a recently created
bookmark for children is being distributed in the Library, and an
MS4 display is available in the Administration Lobby. Mrs.
Fosbaugh informed the audience that informational packets are
available on the small table in the rear of the Board Room.
Public Comments

There were no comments from the public audience.

Adjournment

Motion by Mr. Sackinsky, seconded by Mr. Buchewicz to adjourn
the meeting. All members voted aye. Motion carried.
Time: 7:01 p.m.

