Minutes of the Regular Meeting
of the South Park Township
Board of Supervisors
February 20,2018
(Continued from February 12,2018)
Pledge of
Allegiance
Roll Call

David Buchewicz presiding. Board members Walt Sackinsky and Edward
Snee were present. Also in attendance were: Karen Fosbaugh, Township
Manager; Paul Gitnik, Solicitor; Dennis McDonough, Chief of Police; and
Glenn Prokopovitch, Code Enforcement Officer.
PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT ANY ACTION APPROVED AND/OR
DECISION RENDERED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AT
THIS MEETING CAN BE APPEALED TO THE COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA,
WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE DATE AND/OR THE
DECISION IS RENDERED.

Call on the People

Rita and John Chergi, 1801 McCorkle Rd., South Park, PA - Ms.
Chergi inquired as to the responsibility of the Board of Supervisors. Mr.
Sackinsky replied that they are responsible for making major decisions,
and Township Manager Karen Fosbaugh is responsible for the daily
Township business. The Board of Supervisors make decisions based on
Ms. Fosbaugh's recommendations. Ms. Chergi stated that she has resided
in South Park Township for 38 years. She voiced her concern regarding
the noise from the dog park and the constant barking. Ms. Chergi stated
that she has spoken to Andy Baechle regarding the issue, and he had told
her to contact the police. Mr. Chergi commented that he called the County
Police 3 times, and they agreed to meet him at the park. The third time, a
police officer came to his house, and Mr. Chergi claims that he was treated
like a "bad guy." After that visit, the Chergi's would no longer contact the
County Police. Ms. Chergi stated that Mr. Baechle did not show up for a
meeting at the park with Ms. Chergi, but sent two other representatives
who were of no help. Mr. Chergi mentioned that prior to the park's
installation, he had contacted Gary Wargo who told him that the park
would not be near his house. Mr. Chergi commented that notices were
never sent informing the residents of the park. Mr. Snee responded that he
thought the property had been posted, and Ms. Chergi stated that she was
told that they did not have to post it. She was also told by Mr. Baechle that
they may install lighting at the park. She mentioned to Ms. Fosbaugh that
she was never told about the lighting installed at the high school. Ms.
Chergi stated that she has a petition signed by 46 neighbors, and she took

pictures of the dog park in the North Park, which is situated away from
residential houses. Mr. Buchewicz ask if Ms. Chergi has spoken to John
Palmiere, and Mr. Chergi replied that he never returns their calls. Mr.
Buchewicz suggested that they attend a County Council Meeting. Mr.
Snee added that the Dog Park is under the County's jurisdiction, not the
Township. Mrs. Fosbaugh mentioned that any applications submitted to
the Planning Commission are posted on the appropriate property as a
courtesy to our residents. The Township is not required to post the
property relative to Planning Commission applications. Mr. Chergi
mentioned the property owners on the corner who have built a new home
and now have to look at the dog park and listen to the barking. Ms. Chergi
provided pictures, and asked why the Township will not stand up for the
residents. Mrs. Fosbaugh responded that the Township stood by the
residents in regard to the communication tower, and Ms. Chergi agreed but
said that that was an exception. Mr. Buchewicz reiterated that the Chergi's
need to get in contact with Mr. Palmiere, since he is the chairman of all the
county parks. Mr. Snee suggested that they attend the Friends of South
Park meeting at the Buffalo Inn tomorrow evening. Mr. Snee added that
Andy Beachle and Clarence Hopkins will be in attendance. Mr. Sackinsky
also suggested they attend the Friends of South Park Meeting; and if they
do not get any satisfaction, they should attend the Allegheny County
Council Meeting. Mr. Buchewicz suggested that they take pictures of the
mud, debris and chairs being thrown around to submit to the County. Ms.
Chergi also voiced her concern regarding the additional traffic combined
with the school traffic. Mr. Buchewicz suggested that Mrs. Fosbaugh send
a letter to the County expressing the concerns of the residents. The
Chergi's thanked the Board for listening to their complaint.
Donna Stewart, 4127 Woodland Ave., South Park, PA - Ms. Stewart
mentioned that there appears to be an addition of a walking trail connecting
the proposed homes and road from Woodland Ave. over to the cul-de-sac
in the Mero South Ventures' master plan, and she asked that the change be
addressed.
Kevin McKeegan, Counsel to the Developer - Mr. McKeegan stated that
the only substantial change to the plans that were presented last week is the
addition of the walking trail from the lots on Woodland Ave. into Phase 1.
He explained that this would be part of Phase 3. Woodland Ave. runs
diagonally across the upper right hand corner of the drawing, and it is now
showing a trail connection that extends from the cul-de-sac off of
Woodland Ave. to the east of the cul-de-sac that will be part of Phase 1.
The walking trail will connect with the trail that leads down to the Montour
Trail and the Light Rail facility. Mr. Snee asked if the Developer is
eliminating a house, and Mr. McKeegan stated that they will be eliminating
a house that was proposed to be at the end of the cul-de-sac. Mr.
McKeegan directed Ms. Stewart's attention to the master plan to show her
the house that is being removed from the plan. Ms. Stewart asked if they
would have to build a bridge to go over the creek, and Mr. McKeegan
stated that the plan indicates that it is a culvert. Ms. Stewart asked if it was

a walking trail and not a sidewalk, and Mr. McKeegan confirmed that it is
a walking trail. Ms. Stewart mentioned the long walk that the residents in
the new proposed homes would take in order to access the T Station. Mr.
McKeegan stated that he is in agreement with all of the conditions that
were read by Mr. Gitnik, except for a slight wording change in the first
condition relating to the improvement to Woodland Ave. They are in
agreement to improving Woodland Ave. at their cost and expense and to
widening the road, as needed. However, they do not feel that all
improvements are necessary, such as wedged curbs and storm drains. Mr.
McKeegan stated that they would like some consideration given to those
items being at the discretion of the Township Engineer at the time the final
plans of this phase is presented. They would like the opportunity to
finalize the plans for that area, determine if those improvements are
necessary, and discuss it with the Township Engineer.
Action on
Conditional Use
Request - Mero
South Park
Ventures, LLC Conditional Use
Application —
4000 Brownsville
Road (887-R-370),
1009-A-146,1010D-280 & 887-L400)

Motion by Mr. Sackinsky, seconded by Mr. Snee to approve granting
approval to the Conditional Use Application submitted by Mero South
Park Ventures, LLC, with the following conditions recommended by the
Township Solicitor:
A. Subject to the condition that the Applicant/Developer shall at its cost
and expense make such improvements to the Township Standards within
the existing legal right-of-way to Woodland Avenue and/or land now
owned by the Applicant/Developer, as well as provide and erect street
directional signage on Woodland Avenue, all to be described in the traffic
study which shall include but not limited to local road intersection site
distances to be submitted at the time the Applicant/Developer is at that
phase of the Subdivision or Land Development;
B. Subject to the condition that at each phase of the Subdivision or Land
Development the Applicant/Developer at its cost and expense shall make
the improvements within the existing legal rights-of-way and/or land now
owned by the Applicant/Developer to existing streets immediately abutting
a parcel of land proposed for development as described in the traffic study,
which shall include but not be limited to local road intersection site
distances, to be submitted with each phase of the Subdivision or Land
Development, as well as any offset improvements required by the County
and/or Commonwealth;
C. Subject to the condition that the Applicant/Developer has
acknowledged and based upon said acknowledgement that the
Applicant/Developer shall provide a safe, at grade crossing of Brownsville
Road to facilitate pedestrian and/or bicycle connections between the third
phase of the project and the balance of the site at the time the
Applicant/Developer is at that phase of the Subdivision or Land
Development;

D. Subject to the condition that the Applicant/Developer shall acquire
legal ownership to Parcel ID:887-K-400 before Applicant/Developer seeks
approval of a Subdivision or Land Development and/or on Parcel ID: 1010D-280;
E. Subject to the condition that at each phase of the Subdivision or Land
Development that the Applicant/Developer acknowledges that the
Township shall not accept any and all storm sewers that are not within the
public right-of-way and/or storm water management system(s) and/or
facilities and shall enter into an agreement and place the applicable sums
into a replenishing escrow account;
F. Subject to the condition that at each phase of the Subdivision or Land
Development that the Applicant/Developer acknowledges and shall comply
with the Township's TOOD requirements that the Applicant and/or
homeowner' association shall provide for and shall be responsible for the
pick-up, collection, removal and disposal of refuse in all nonresidential,
single-family attached and apartment uses.
G. Subject to the condition that at each phase of the Subdivision or Land
Development that the Applicant/Developer acknowledges and shall comply
with the Township professionals' recommendations to ensure that any and
all applicable legal entity documents and/or plans and deeds shall provide
the public and the Township of South Park with a perpetual non-exclusive
easement for the use of the TOOD Open Space;
H. Subject to the condition that at each phase of the Subdivision or Land
Development that the Applicant/Developer acknowledges that it shall
schematically depict proposed pedestrian, bike and vehicular connections
between the TOOD and a Public Transit Facility and such connections
shall be laid out and designed to facilitate and encourage the use of the
Public Transit Facility by residents within the TOOD, and customers and
occupants of businesses within the TOOD and shall, subject to final
approval by the Township Supervisors and without waiving any of
Applicant/Developer's right of appeal, comply with the Township
professionals' recommendations regarding the same;
I. Subject to the condition that at each phase of the Subdivision or Land
Development that the Applicant/Developer acknowledges and shall,
subject to final approval by the Township Supervisors and without waiving
any of Applicant/Developer's rights of appeal, comply with the Township
professionals' recommendations to ensure site amenities such as bicycle
racks, benches and trash receptacles shall be provided in appropriate
locations;
J. Subject to the condition that at each phase of the Subdivision or Land
Development that the Applicant/Developer acknowledges that upon
proposing land development, the Applicant shall follow the provisions of
the Township of South Park Subdivision and Land Development

Ordinance, as amended, including but not limited to signage, lighting,
utility, and traffic studies and shall, subject to final approval by the
Township Supervisors and without waiving any of Applicant/Developer's
rights of appeal, comply with the Township professionals'
recommendations regarding the same;
K. Subject to the condition that at each phase of the Subdivision or Land
Development that the Applicant/Developer acknowledges that it shall
provide architectural renderings showing the general design, scale and
materials of residential and nonresidential buildings and shall, subject to
final approval by the Township Supervisors and without waiving any of
Applicant/Developer's rights of appeal, comply with the Township
professionals' recommendations regarding design, scale and materials;
L. Total density of the project shall not change from that shown on the
TOOD Master Plan and Applicant/Developer acknowledges that if a
subsequent Land Development or Subdivision Plan shows differences in
land use development types, area and bulk regulations, and/or connectivity
patterns that create increases or changes of density greater than ten (10%)
between the subsequent Land Development or Subdivision Plan, and what
is depicted on the TOOD Master Plan for the project area in question, then
Applicant/Developer shall be required to resubmit a conditional use
application for a revised TOOD Master Plan approval;
M. Subject to the condition that the Applicant/Developer acknowledges
that this Conditional Use approval for the TOOD Master Plan is nontransferable without the written consent and approval from the Township,
and shall automatically terminate, unless (i) within five (5) years from the
date of issuance of the Conditional Use approval construction has
commenced on at least sixty (60%) percent of all improvements shown on
the TOOD Master Plan, including without limitation the Phase II area
designated on the TOOD Master Plan for retail/commercial development,
or (ii) the approval is extended in writing by the Township. The
Conditional Use approval may be extended by the Township upon written
request by the Applicant. The Applicant shall provide written proof and
documentation that the approved Conditional Use for the TOOD Master
Plan has not changed. The Applicant shall be responsible for all costs and
expenses associated with the Township's review of this written request;
N. Subject to the condition that at each phase of the Subdivision and Land
Development that the Applicant/Developer shall, subject to final approval
by the Township Supervisors and without waiving any of
Applicant/Developer's rights of appeal, comply with the Township
professionals' recommendations to ensure convenient pedestrian
connections shall be provided from all building entrances to parking areas,
open space and recreational areas, the nonresidential uses on the site and to
the transit station intended to be served by the TOOD;.

0. Subject to the condition that at each Subdivision or Land Development
Plan is to be consistent with this TOOD Master Plan, and that, subject to
final approval by the Township Supervisors and without waiving any of
Applicant/Developer's rights of appeal, the Applicant/Developer
acknowledges and shall for each Subdivision and Land Development
comply with the Township professionals' recommendations to ensure that
the development:
1.
ii.
iii.

iv.
v.

is consistent with a small-town character;
contains appropriate densities and mix of land uses within walking
distance of a public transit facility;
maintains a transit-oriented development pattern serving the needs
of residents, the business community, visitors and commuters by
providing for a variety of retail, commercial, office and personal
services in either an individual or mixed-use configuration,
including residential uses;
contains pedestrian scaled amenities with open space and
recreational points of focus and encourages a pedestrianorientation of buildings and streets; and
has open and recreational spaces as focal points.

Mr. Gitnik asked that all of the plans, drawings, documents, the working
draft of the Declaration of Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions, all
written correspondence from the applicant and/or the applicant's
professionals and agents, and the Township's professionals and agents, be
incorporated into the record of this decision.
Mr. McKeegan referenced condition "M" and stated that they are not
committing to 60% of each particular phase within 5 years. They are
committing to commence within 5 years everything, and to have 60% of
the whole thing under construction at that point. Mr. Gitnik concurred.
Mr. McKeegan explained that in his experience commercial development
takes longer. Mr. McKeegan stated that they are in agreement with all of
the conditions except for condition "A." They ask that those requirements
be discretionary with the Township Engineer. Mr. Gitnik explained that
condition "A" was worded as such because in the initial discussions, the
applicant had offered to improve Woodland Avenue to Township
Standards. The Township was very cognizant of the fact that one of the
things explored before that was even accepted was that the
applicant/developer had enough property without condemnation. Mr.
McKeegan explained that it is not the widening that is their concern, but
the curbing, storm sewers and things of that nature. He asked that it be
noted for the record that they believe it should be at the discretion of the
Township Engineer, they ask that the condition reflect that, and they are
reserving their right-of-appeal, otherwise.
Mr. McKeegan thanked the entire Township for the attention given to their
plan, and commented that they look forward to shortly submitting plans for
the first phase.

Mr. Gitnik explained to the audience that this evening's approval is relative
to the master plan. There will be Phase 1, 2, and 3 projected. At each
phase of that Subdivision and/or Land Development, you will have the
same rights to make public comments. Ms. Stewart inquired about her
right to appeal, and Mr. Gitnik replied that they have every right to appeal.
Action to Amend
the Bid Opening
Times - 2018
Township-Wide
Sanitary Sewer
Program

Motion by Mr. Sackinsky, seconded by Mr. Snee to approve amending the
bid opening times for the various components of the 2018 Township-Wide
Sanitary Sewer Program as follows:
Contract No.:
18-01
18-02
18-03

Supervisors'
Comments
Adjournment

Description:
Point Repairs
Relining
Root Treatment/Removal

Time:
10:00a.m.
10:30 a.m.
ll:00a.m.

No comments were made.
Motion by Mr. Sackinsky, seconded by Mr. Snee to adjourn the meeting.
All members voted aye. Motion carried.
Time: 7:42 p.m.

